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Sunday, June 16, 2024 Bulletin 
Songs, scripture, and announcements for the day 

 

Ezekiel 17:22-24 | Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 | 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 | Mark 4:26-34 

 

Introduction – The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling 

ancient images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of 

God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. 

Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are 

grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may 

not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our 

understanding. 
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The People of New Joy, Ministers 
The Rev. Chris Duckworth, Pastor 

Glenn Hoffman, Music Minister 

 

Welcome. We are blessed by your presence among us today. This bulletin contains 

this morning’s songs and Scripture. The order of service is in the Summer 2024 

Worship Folder. 
 

New to New Joy? If you’d like to get in touch with the Pastor, be added to our email 

list, share a prayer request, or more, simply fill out one of the welcome/prayer cards in 

(most of) the seatback pockets and set it in the offering plate, hand it to an usher, or 

leave it on the counter in the church office.  
 

Little children are always welcome – even and especially when they’re a little noisy! 

We welcome children to worship God by toddling around, playing with toys, shaking 

tambourines, babbling, and singing, and coming to the Lord’s Table.  
 

If little ones get too noisy during spoken parts of the service – the reading of 

Scripture, the sermon, or prayers – please try to quiet them or take them into the 

hallway for a moment to calm down. Thank you! 
 

Our nursery is also available most Sundays for children aged 5 and under. 

 

Worship Leaders: We give thanks for all who give of themselves for service to God 

and to this community. 
The band members are Glenn Hoffman, Jim Gregory, & Karen Archbold.  

The Sound Board is run by Steve Castle. 
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rs and greeters are not currently regularly scheduled. We are grateful for Andy and 

Abigail Clark, Val Bandejas, Jessica Allen, Lyn Nore, Becky Suchomel, Chuck Studer, 

Naaman Duckworth, and others who step in at a moment’s notice to extend this 

ministry.  

 Today Next Sunday, June 23 

Assisting Minister Norm Springer Norm Springer 

Reader  Lucy Platt OPEN 

Acolyte Jane Abbey Kinzi Jones 

Livestream Operator Naaman Duckworth Naaman Duckworth 

Altar Guild Jessica Allen Jessica Allen 

Nursery Care Anya Verik Anya Verik 
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This Sunday bulletin contains the words, music, Scripture readings and 

announcements that change from week to week. The Summer 2024 Worship Folder, 

found in the seat pockets, contains the order of service and liturgy music/responses. 

 

GATHERING 
Gathering Song – Awesome God 
 

Our God is an awesome God 

He reigns from heaven above 

With wisdom pow'r and love 

Our God is an awesome God. Repeat 3x 

 

Call to Worship 
Our worship begins with a litany - back-and-forth words of prayer and praise – based 

on the Psalm appointed for today in the church year calendar. Today’s Call to Worship 

is based on Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15. 
 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

to sing God’s praise. 
 

It is good to declare God’s steadfast love in the morning,  

and at night to tell of God’s faithfulness. 
 

It is good to sing God’s praise with musical instruments, 

for the Lord makes us glad. 
 

The righteous rely on God, and they flourish. 

Like a tree they grow. 
 

The righteous are planted in God’s presence, 

flourishing in God’s gardens. 
 

The Lord is our rock, faithful and just. 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord. 
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WORD 
 

First Reading        Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the Lord will choose 

someone from Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This 

tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple. 
22

Thus says the Lord God: 

 I myself will take a sprig 

  from the lofty top of a cedar; 

  I will set it out. 

 I will break off a tender one 

  from the topmost of its young twigs; 

 I myself will plant it 

  on a high and lofty mountain. 

 
23

On the mountain height of Israel 

  I will plant it, 

 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

  and become a noble cedar. 

 Under it every kind of bird will live; 

  in the shade of its branches will nest 

  winged creatures of every kind. 

 
24

All the trees of the field shall know 

  that I am the Lord. 

 I bring low the high tree, 

  I make high the low tree; 

 I dry up the green tree 

  and make the dry tree flourish. 

 I the Lord have spoken; 

  I will accomplish it. 
 

Word of God, Word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle       2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus 

from a human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and 

was raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation. 
6
So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at 

home in the body we are away from the Lord—
7
for we walk by faith, not 
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by sight. 
8
Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from 

the body and at home with the Lord. 
9
So whether we are at home or away, 

we make it our aim to please him. 
10

For all of us must appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has 

been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
14

For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one 

has died for all; therefore all have died. 
15

And he died for all, so that those 

who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and 

was raised for them. 

 
16

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; 

even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know 

him no longer in that way. 
17

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

 

Word of God, Word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel                Mark 4:26-34 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and 

understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 
 

The Holy Gospel, according to Saint Mark: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
26

[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on 

the ground,
27

and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would 

sprout and grow, he does not know how. 
28

The earth produces of itself, first 

the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 
29

But when the grain 

is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

 
30

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 

parable will we use for it? 
31

It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown 

upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 
32

yet when it is 

sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 

large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

 
33

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able 

to hear it; 
34

he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained 

everything in private to his disciples. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ 
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Song of the Day – Take My Life 
V1, V2, C, V3, C 

 

Verse 1 

Take my life and let it be 

consecrated Lord to Thee 

Take my moments and my 

days 

Let them flow 

in ceaseless praise 
 

Take my 

hands and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love 

Take my feet and let them be 

Swift and beautiful for Thee 

 

Verse 2 

Take my voice and let me sing 

Always only for my King 

Take my lips and let them be 

Filled with messages from 

Thee 
 

Take my silver and my gold 

Not a mite would I withhold 

Take my intellect and use 

Ev'ry power as You choose 

Chorus 
Here am I all of me 

Take my life it's all for Thee 

 

Verse 3 

Take my will and make it 

Thine 

It shall be no longer mine 

Take my heart it is Thine own 

It shall be Thy royal throne 

Take my love my Lord I 

pour 

At Your feet its treasure store 

Take myself and I will be 

Ever only all for Thee 

 

Chorus 

Prayers of Intercession 

Each petition concludes: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

MEAL 
Song During Distribution of Communion – Seek Ye First 
 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 

And His righteousness 

And all these things 

Shall be added unto you 

Allelu alleluia 

 

Man shall not live by 

bread alone 



8 

But by ev'ry word 

That proceeds from the mouth of 

God 

Allelu alleluia 

Ask and it shall be given unto 

you 

Seek and ye shall find 

Knock and the door 

Shall be opened unto you 

Allelu alleluia

SENDING 
Sending Song – Mighty to Save       [V1, C, V2, C, B, C] 

V1 Ev’ryone needs compassion 

Love that's never failing 

Let mercy fall on me 

Ev’ryone needs forgiveness 

The kindness of a Saviour 

The hope of nations 
 

C Saviour He can move the 

mountains 

My God is mighty to save 

He is mighty to save 

Forever Author of salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 

 

V2 So take me as You find me 

All my fears and failures 

Fill my life again 

I give my life to follow 

Ev’rything I believe in 

Now I surrender, C 
 

B Shine your light and let the 

whole world see 

We're singing 

For the glory of the risen King, 

Jesus 

Shine your light and let the 

whole world see 

We're singing 

For the glory of the risen King,C 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We give thanks to the musicians, writers, and church ministries who create and publish much of 

the music, prayers, and words we use in worship.  

 

The following songs are used by permission, CCLI License #3576224  

 Awesome God – by Rich Mullins, © 1988 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson 

Publishing 

 Take My Life – by Chris Tomlin, Frances Ridley Havergal, Henri Abraham, Cesar 

Malan, Louie Giglio © 2003 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; 

worshiptogether.com songs 

 Seek Ye First – by Karen Lafferty , © 1972 Maranatha! Music and CCCM Music 

 Mighty to Save – by Ben Fielding, Reuben Morgan, © 2006 Hillsong Music Publishing 

Australia 

 

The following songs are used by permission of GIA/OneLicense, License #A-726809: 
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The following songs are Public Domain: 

No public domain songs this week 

 

Scripture introductions, day introduction, and various prayers © 2024 Augsburg Fortress, 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB134709. All 

rights reserved. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving dialogue adapted from A New Zealand Prayerbook.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
 

JUNE IS OPEN DOORS MONTH AT NEW JOY – Throughout the month of June we will 

be praying for Open Doors, learning about their important work, and collecting food and funds 

for their good and holy work of providing food and clothing to our neighbors in need. We will 

have a family field trip to Open Doors on Saturday, June 22 and wrap up our Open Doors month 

with a food collection during our week of Vacation Bible School.  

 

 
Carmel Pride Share our Savior’s radical welcome and generous grace at Carmel Pride on 

Sunday, June 30
th

 at Carter Green (by the Palladium). Set up begins at 2pm, and the event runs 

from 3pm-9pm. We need people to work 2-hour shifts. Visit newjoy.churchcenter.com to sign-

up for shifts and reach out to Greg Platt or Alexa Helm if you have any questions. 

 

Not sure you can attend, or do you want to contribute in another way? We have small rocks for 

you to paint or mark up with colorful messages and symbols. We’ll give these rocks away at 

Carmel Pride. Rather than cast stones to harm and to condemn, we will give stone to encourage 

and to bless. Stones are available in the church entrance way. Decorated rocks and stones can be 

returned to New Joy by Sunday morning, June 30
th
. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is Camp Firelight! Five consecutive evenings of Bible 

learning, songs, prayer, games, and more, June 23-27. Please pray for this ministry, and listen 

for updated announcements about last-minute ways you can help. 

 

THIS Saturday, June 22, 2024 @9:00 am – 12:00 pm - VBS Decorating 

Come join us for the Saturday before VBS to decorate and transform New Joy into summer 

camp central. No special skills required - just willing hands and hearts! 

 

This Saturday, June 22, 2024 @ 2pm at Open Doors – Mission Site Visit 

We’re making a site visit to Open Doors, the food pantry that feeds so many of our 

neighbors. This is a great opportunity for our VBS children and families to learn more about 

our VBS mission partner! 

 

Sunday, June 23, 2024 @9:30 am - VBS Volunteer Blessing in worship 

During worship we will have a special blessing for all our VBS volunteers. 

 

Contact Jessicah Duckworth or Morgan Studer for more information and check your emails! 

 

COFFEE HOUR is shared on the first Sunday of the month, and on other special occasions. If 

you would like to help with our monthly Coffee Hour, please reach out to Kristi Kittilstved. 
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR  

Today, Sunday, June 16 

 Worship, 9:30am 

 Nursery provided for children aged 5 and under during worship 

Monday, June 17 

BSA Troops 1910/1920, 6:30pm 

Tuesday, June 18 

Seasoned Believers, 9am @ Chick-Fil-A on Route 32 in Westfield 

Wednesday, June 19 

Church Office Closed in observance of Juneteenth Federal Holiday 

Thursday, June 20 

Friday, June 21 

Saturday, June 22 

Vacation Bible School Decorating Event, 9am 

Sunday, June 23 

 Worship, 9:30 AM, with VBS Blessing 

 Nursery provided for children aged 5 and under during worship 

 Vacation Bible School Kickoff Cookout, 5pm 

 Vacation Bible School, 6pm 

 

CONNECT WITH NEW JOY These QR codes take you to our pages - @newjoy on your 

Facebook app, and @newjoywestfield on your Instagram app. On Facebook, we also have a 

private group. Search for “New Joy Partners” to join our group. We can be reached by phone 

and email, and in person at 156
th

 & Spring Mill. Office hours: 9:00am-1:30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

New Joy Lutheran Church & Preschool 

316 W. 156
th
 Street, Westfield, IN 46074 

317 896-1402, www.NewJoy.org 

Nicole Williams, Parish Administrator 

office@newjoy.org 
 

Miranda Verik, Preschool Director 

preschool@newjoy.org 
 

Chris Duckworth, Pastor 

pastor@newjoy.org  
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New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to 

extend a radical welcome, share a generous grace, 

nurture a transforming faith, and live God’s promise. 
 

 

 

Extend a Radical Welcome We are a spirited community that strives to welcome, value, 

accept, and nurture all people wherever they are in their relationship with God. Since our 

founding in 2002, New Joy has been committed to welcoming people of all races, incomes, and 

expressions of the LGBTQIA+ community. 
 

Share a Generous Grace We are a spirited community which boldly proclaims that 

forgiveness, mercy, love, and salvation are free gifts of God’s grace. 
 

Nurture Transforming Faith We are a spirited community that receives faith as a gift of God 

that transforms us and the world. 
 

Live God's Promise We are a spirited community that boldly lives in our Lord’s promise of 

renewed and everlasting life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
New Joy is a congregation of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 


