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Welcome to Worship at New Joy 
 
Welcome. We are blessed by your presence among us today. This bulletin contains 
the outline and words for worship this morning. 
 

New to New Joy? If you’d like to get in touch with the Pastor, be added to our 
email list, share a prayer request, or more, simply fill out one of the welcome/prayer 
cards in (most of) the seatback pockets and set it in the offering plate, hand it to an 
usher, or leave it on the counter in the church office.  
 

Little children are always welcome – even and especially when they’re a little 
noisy! We welcome children to worship God by toddling around, playing with toys, 
shaking tambourines, babbling and singing, and coming to the Lord’s Table. 
 

If little ones get too noisy during spoken parts of the service – the reading of 
Scripture, the sermon, or prayers – please try to quiet them or take them into the 
hallway for a moment to calm down. Thank you! 
 

Our nursery is also available most Sundays for children aged 5 and under. 
 

Holy Communion: At our Lord’s Table Jesus gives his own body and blood for the 
forgiveness of sins and intimacy of his promised presence with us. All who desire to 
receive our Lord are welcome. Communion is shared with bread (a wafer) and cup 
(grape juice). If you’re uncertain about receiving or how to receive, don’t hesitate to 
ask pastor when you come forward. You are welcome to receive a blessing or to 
receive the sacrament, as you feel led by the Spirit. 
 

The Ministry Board is New Joy’s governing council. If you have any questions 
about our ministry or seek to become more involved, please reach out to one of 
these members. 
 

Name Position Term Ending 
Becky Suchomel President January 2025 

Laurie Cupp Vice President January 2026 
Kristi Kittilstved Secretary January 2025 

Andy Clark Treasurer January 2026 
Luke Johnson Member at Large January 2027 

Jenny Platt Member at Large January 2027 
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Today is the Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

 
Worship Leaders: We give thanks for all who give of themselves for service to God 
and to this community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The band members are Glenn Hoffman, Jim Gregory, & Karen Archbold.  
The Sound Board is run by Steve Castle. 
 
Our ushers and greeters are not currently regularly scheduled. We are grateful for 
Andy and Abigail Clark, Val Bandejas, Jessica Allen, Lyn Nore, Becky Suchomel, and 
others who step in at a moment’s notice to extend this ministry. 
  

 Today Next Sunday, May 12 
Assisting Minister Becky Suchomel Becky Suchomel 

Reader  Lyn Nore Jeff Papke 
Acolyte Colin Studer Anthony Abbey 

Livestream Operator Phil Havlik Phil Havlik 
Altar Guild Morgan Studer Morgan Studer 
Nursery Care Anya Verik Anya Verik 

   

Introduction to the Sixth Sunday of Easter – This Sunday’s image of the life 
the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are called to serve 
others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is 
too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship 
captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which 
Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each 
other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and 
enabled by the Spirit. 
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GATHERING 
 

Prelude 
 
Words of Welcome 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Gathering Song – Friend of God 
V1, C, V2, Cx2, Bx4, Cx2 

 
Verse 1 
Who am I that You are mindful of me 
That You hear me when I call 
Is it true that You are thinking of me 
How You love me it's amazing 
(It’s amazing it’s amazing) 
Chorus 1 
I am a friend of God 
I am a friend of God 
I am a friend of God 
He calls (You call) me friend 
(REPEAT) 
Verse 2 
Who am I that You are mindful of me 
That You hear me when I call 
Is it true that You are thinking of me 
How You love me it's amazing 
So Amazing! 
Bridge 
God Almighty, Lord of Glory, 
You have called me friend! 
Repeat... 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise 

 

WORD 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you 
above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we 
can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

Children’s Sermon 
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Scripture Prayer 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God we meet your Son, the Living Word of God, in the 
written and proclaimed words of Scripture. Send your Spirit upon us, O 
God, so that just as Jesus rose from the grave so too might your Living 
Word arise up to work faith and hope in our lives. Through Jesus 
Christ, the Risen One, we pray. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48 
 

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy 
Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both 
Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
A reading from Acts: 
 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 
the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 
the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 
God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So 
he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
invited him to stay for several days.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalmody – Psalm 98 
 
Let us read Psalm 98 responsively.  
 
The refrain is: 
℟: Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands. 
℟: Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands.  
 

1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 
 whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
2O Lord, you have made known your victory, 
 you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of  

the nations. 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the  

house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory  
of our God. 

4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 
 lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. ℟ 
5Sing to the Lord with the harp, 
 with the harp and the voice of song. 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
 the world and those who dwell therein. 
8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
 and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,  

who comes to judge the earth. 
9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness and  

the peoples with equity. ℟  
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Epistle – 1 John 5:1-6 
 
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s 
commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through 
love and faith.. 
 
A reading from John: 
 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, 
and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know 
that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory 
that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world 
but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 

6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with 
the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the 
one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Halle halle hallelujah 
Halle halle hallelujah 
Halle halle hallelujah 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
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Gospel – John 15:9-17 
 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in 
the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love 
one another. 
 
The Holy Gospel, according to John: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in 
my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I 
have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be complete. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I 
do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know 
what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You 
did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you 
ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you 
may love one another.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Halle halle hallelujah 
Halle halle hallelujah 
Halle halle hallelujah 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
 
The Sermon 
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Song of the Day – Jesu, Jesu 

 
Mission Statement 
Our Savior calls us into mission.  
Let us say together the mission we share: 
New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by 
God to extend a radical welcome, share a generous grace, 
nurture a transforming faith, and live God's promise. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
Let us confess our faith using the ancient words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us 
pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

 
The Assisting Minister leads the congregation in prayers for: 
 the church universal, its ministry, and the mission of the Gospel; 
 the well-being of creation;  
 peace and justice in the world, the nations and those in authority, the community 
 the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, lonely; 
 all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit 
 for our congregation 
 for other special celebrations or concerns 
 

Each prayer petition concludes: 
God of grace, 

 hear our prayer. 
 

The Assisting Minister concludes the prayers of intercession: 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our 
resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sharing the Peace 
Jesus gives us a peace that comes from his victory over sin and death. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around us. 
 

Congregation members greet one another with “The peace of Christ” or “Peace be with 
you,” or another such greeting of peace. 
 

Offering & Announcements 
Offerings are collected for the work of the church and care for those in need. We share 
announcements to encourage participation in the mission we share. 
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Offering Prayer 
Let us pray: 
Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 
 

MEAL 
As we prepare to receive the gift of Holy Communion, we pray a table grace patterned 
after the great Old Testament and early church prayers that recount God’s goodness and 
ask that such goodness would extend to us and through us now and until our Lord’s 
promised return. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

  



14 

Pastor continues with the proper preface, appointed specifically for this 
season, which leads us to Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus), the angelic chorus of 
Isaiah 6. 

 
Pastor continues with eucharistic prayer, which includes the Words of 
Institution and the following responses:  
 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death 
to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer continues, with some refrains concluding: 
 ……Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
 ……Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Distribution of Communion (please be seated) 
All are welcome to the communion feast, for our Lord is host and gives himself to all 
who desire to receive. Those not receiving Holy Communion are welcome to come 
forward to receive a blessing or remain in their seats in prayer. Come, let us eat and 
drink at the table of the Lord. 
 

Trinity Song 
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Jesus Loves Me 
 
Verse 1 
Jesus loves me! this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong, 
they are weak, but he is 
strong. 
 
Refrain 
Yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, 
the Bible tells me so. 

 

Verse 2 
Jesus loves me! he who died 
heaven's gates to open wide; 
he will wash away my sin, 
let his little child come in. Refrain 
 
Verse 3 
Jesus loves me! he will stay 
close beside me all the way; 
when at last I come to die, 
he will take me home on high. 
Refrain 

 
Post-Communion Canticle – The Lamb has Overcome 
V1, V2, C, V3, V4, C, V5 

 
Verse 1 
The Lamb has overcome (2X) 
The battle’s done 
And the victory is won 
For the Lamb has overcome 
 
Verse 2 
No grave could hold 

him down (2X) 
Up from the ground 
He is risen was the sound 
No grave could hold him down 
 
Chorus 
Worthy is the Lamb who  

was slain 
Glory be unto his name 
(REPEAT) 

 
Verse 3 
At God’s right hand is he (2X) 
Our Perfect Plea 
How he lives to intercede 
At God’s right hand is he 
 
Verse 4 
The table now is spread (2X) 
This wine and bread 
Broken body and blood shed 
The table now is spread 
 
Verse 5 
The day is drawing near (2X) 
He shall appear 
And will wipe away each tear 
The day is drawing near 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
Let us pray: 
Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
Benediction 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 
☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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Sending Song – Jesus Lead On 
V1, C, V2, C, B, C 
 

Verse 1 
This is my cry 
This is my song 
You are my guiding light 
When the way is unknown 
And when these sunny skies 
Turn shades of gray 
I'll stay close by Your side 
As You lead the way 
 
Chorus 1 
Jesus lead on I will follow 
Jesus lead on 
Let Your love light the way 
Jesus lead on I will follow 
Jesus lead on 

Verse 2 
Hear now this cry 
Hear now this song 
You are the guiding light 
For this journey I'm on 
And when my vision is clouded 
By the wind and the rain 
I'll stay close by Your side 
As You lead the way 
 
Bridge 
Lead me on 
Lead me on 
Lead me on 
I will follow 

 
Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We give thanks to the musicians, writers, and church ministries who create and publish much of 
the music, prayers, and words we use in worship.  
 
The following songs are used by permission, CCLI License #3576224  

• Halle Halle Halle © 1998 Hope Publishing Company 
CCLI Song # 2659190 -- CCLI License # 3576224 1 

• Sanctus  - © Words Traditional (Sanctus)  Music: © 2012 Patrick Schlabs 
• Trinity Song  - © 2016 Integrity Worship Music; Paper News Publishing 
• Friend of God - © 2003 Integrity's Praise! Music and Vertical Worship Songs 

CCLI Song # 3991651 -- CCLI License # 3576224 1 
• Jesus Lead On - © 1996 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing 

CCLI Song # 2035848 -- CCLI License # 3576224 1 
 
The following songs are used by permission of GIA/OneLicense, License #A-726809: 

• Jesu, Jesu - Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
The following songs are Public Domain: 

• Jesus Loves Me 
 

Scripture introductions, day introduction, and various prayers © 2023 Augsburg Fortress, 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB134709. 
All rights reserved. 
 
 

  



20 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
NEW JOY’S CHURCH CENTER HUB New Joy has transitioned to a new database with 
much greater functionality for both our church members and our administrators. We 
strongly encourage every New Joy household – members and visitors – to visit 
newjoy.churchcenter.com to set up their login credentials and gain access to event 
sign-ups and online giving, and to update their personal, household, and contact 
information.  
 
Scan this QR code for full instructions.

 
 

COFFEE HOUR is shared on the first Sunday of the month, and on other special 
occasions. If you would like to help with our monthly Coffee Hour, please reach out to 
Kristi Kittilstved. 
 

OPEN DOORS – When you go to the grocery store, remember our neighbors in need. 
Take a blue bag from the church entranceway to remind yourself to purchase canned and 
shelf stable goods for Open Doors. If you have any questions, please contact Lyn Nore. 
 
SILVERBOX FOOD DELIVERIES – working with Lutheran Child & Family Service and 
Lutheran congregations around Central Indiana, New Joy is delivering food to families in 
need on Indy’s East Side. Our 
commitment is currently to provide two 
cars (with two people in each) to deliver 
food one Saturday per month for eight 
months out of the year. Questions? 
Contact Dan Montgomery. To join our list 
of available drivers, visit New Joy’s 
Church Center Hub at 
newjoy.churchcenter.com. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is Camp Firelight! Five consecutive evenings of Bible 
learning, songs, prayer, games, and more, 
June 23-27. Kids from ages 3 thru rising 
4th graders are encouraged to attend. Sign 
up! Contact Jessicah Duckworth or 
Morgan Studer for more information, and 
keep your eyes open for regular updates in 
the weekly News to Know email. 
 
Volunteers needed! Our Vacation Bible School, Camp Firelight, will be here before you 
know it. In true New Joy fashion, this is a church and community event that requires 
talents of many kinds, and we want to be sure you have these dates on your calendar. Join 
us Sunday, June 23rd-Thursday, June 27th from 5:30 - 8:00 pm.  Please consider 
volunteering and letting us know in one of the following ways: 

 
1. Email Morgan Studer at mlhughes413@gmail.com with your availability and general 

interest area, and she'll follow up directly. 
2. Take a look at our Sign-Up Genius and sign-up for the areas you want to 

serve. Scan this QR code for our volunteer sign-up: 
3. Please save the dates for immediately following service on Sunday June 

2nd (VBS sneak peek!) and Sunday, June 9th (ALL volunteer meeting 
and training). More information to come and reminders along the way. 
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 
Sunday, May 5 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 

• Worship, 9:30 AM 
• Nursery provided for children aged 5 and under 

 
Monday, May 6 

• New Joy Preschool 4’s class 
 

Tuesday, May 7 
• Seasoned Believers, 9 AM, @ Chick-Fil-A on Route 32 in Westfield 
• New Joy Preschool 3’s class 

 
Wednesday May 8 

• New Joy Preschool 4’s class 
• Band Rehearsal – 7:30 PM 

 
Thursday May 9 

• New Joy Preschool 3’s class 
 
Friday, May 10 

• New Joy Preschool 4’s class 
 
Saturday, May 11 
 
Sunday, May 12 

• Worship, 9:30 AM Nursery provided for children aged 5 and under during worship 
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New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God 
to extend a radical welcome, share a generous grace, 

nurture a transforming faith, and live God’s promise. 
 
Extend a Radical Welcome We are a spirited community that strives to welcome, value, 
accept, and nurture all people wherever they are in their relationship with God. Since our 
founding in 2002, New Joy has been committed to welcoming people of all races, incomes, 
and expressions of the LGBTQIA+ community. 
 

Share a Generous Grace We are a spirited community which boldly proclaims that 
forgiveness, mercy, love, and salvation are free gifts of God’s grace. 
 

Nurture Transforming Faith We are a spirited community that receives faith as a gift of 
God that transforms us and the world. 
 

Live God's Promise We are a spirited community that boldly lives in our Lord’s promise 
of renewed and everlasting life. 
 

 

CONNECT WITH NEW JOY These QR codes take you to our pages - @newjoy on 
your Facebook app, and @newjoywestfield on your Instagram app. On Facebook, we also 
have a private group. Search for “New Joy Partners” to join our group. We can be reached by 
phone and email, and in person at 156th & Spring Mill. Office hours: ~ 8:30am-1:30pm. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

New Joy is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

New Joy Lutheran Church & Preschool 
316 W. 156th Street, Westfield, IN 46074 

317 896-1402, www.NewJoy.org 

Office Manager 
office@newjoy.org 

 

Miranda Verik, Preschool Director 
preschool@newjoy.org 

 

Chris Duckworth, Pastor 
pastor@newjoy.org  


