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Welcome to worship at New Joy Lutheran Church. We are blessed by your presence 
among us today. This bulletin contains the outline and words for worship this morning. 
 
 
 
Today is The Vigil of Easter, a night of telling stories of God’s mighty works that 
culminate in the story of our Lord’s glorious resurrection from the dead. 
 

Little children are always welcome – even and especially when they’re a little noisy! 
We welcome children to worship God by toddling around, playing with toys, shaking 
tambourines, babbling and singing, and coming to the Lord’s Table. If little ones get a 
bit too noisy during spoken parts of the service – the reading of Scripture, the sermon, 
or prayers – please try to quiet them or take them into the hallway for a moment to 
calm down. Thank you! 
 

GATHERING 
S’mores Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

Greeting 
 

P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Blessing the New Fire and the Light 
 

A: The light of Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Easter Proclamation  
 

R: Rejoice, now, all heav’nly pow’rs!  
Sing, choirs of angels!  
Exult, all creation around God’s throne! 
Jesus Christ is risen! 
Celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation; 
and for so great a victory, sound the trumpet of salvation. 
Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the brightness of your 

king! 
Christ has conquered! 
Glory fills you! 
Darkness vanishes forever. 
Rejoice, O holy church! 
Exult in glory!  
The risen Savior shines upon you! 
Let this place resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s 

people. 
The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

R: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

R: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that with full devotion of heart 
and mind and voice we should praise the invisible God, and the only 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; who, by his precious blood redeemed us 
from bondage to the ancient sin.  For this indeed is the Paschal Feast 
in which the true Lamb is slain, by whose blood the doorposts of the 
faithful are made holy. 
This is the night  

C: This is the night 
 

R: in which, in ancient times, you delivered our forebears, the children of 
Israel, and led them, dry shod, through the sea. 
This is the night  

C: This is the night 
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R: in which the darkness of sin has been purged away by the rising 
brightness. 
This is the night  

C: This is the night 
 

R: in which all who believe in Christ are rescued from evil and the gloom 
of sin, are renewed in grace, and are restored to holiness. 
This is the night  

C: This is the night 
 

R: in which, breaking the chains of death, 
Christ arises from hell in triumph. 
O night truly blessed which alone was worthy to know the time and 
the hour in which Christ arose again from hell! 
This is the night  

C: This is the night 
 

R: of which it is written: 
“The night is as clear as the day,” and, “then shall my night be 

turned into day.” The holiness of this night puts to flight the deeds of 
wickedness; washes away sin; restores innocence to the fallen, and joy 
to those who mourn; casts out hate; brings peace; and humbles earthly 
pride. 

Therefore, in this night of grace, receive, O God, our praise and 
thanksgiving for the light of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
reflected in the burning of this candle. 

We sing the glories of this pillar of fire, the brightness of which is 
not diminished even when its light is divided and borrowed. 

For it is fed by the melting wax which the bees, your servants, 
have made for the substance of this candle. 
This is the night  

C: This is the night 
 

R: in which heaven and earth are joined things human and things divine. 
We, therefore, pray to you, O God, that this candle, burning to the 

honor of your name, will continue to vanquish the darkness of night 
and be mingled with the lights of heaven. 

May Christ the Morning Star find it burning, that Morning Star 
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who never sets, that Morning Star who, rising from the grave, 
faithfully sheds light on the whole human race. 

And we pray, O God, rule, govern, and preserve with your 
continual protection your whole church, giving us peace in this time of 
our paschal rejoicing; through the same Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your people 

and the wisdom of the earth. By the resurrection of your Son free us 
from our fears, restore us in your image, and ignite us with your light, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

First Reading:          Genesis 1:1--2:4a 
Creation 
 

Second Reading:       Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 
 Deliverance at the Red Sea           
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Response Song    Wade in the Water 
       (C,V1, C, V2, C, V3, C, V4, C) 

 
 

Third Reading:      Ruth 1.15-18; 2.1-13; 4.13-17; 
The Faithfulness of Ruth            
 

Fourth Reading:         1 Samuel 1:1-2:10 
Hannah’s Faithful Plea and Praise 
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Great is Thy Faithfulness       
(V1, C, V2, C, V3, C) 
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Fifth Reading            Isaiah 66:6-16 
The Lord is a like a Mother 
 

Sixth Reading           Daniel 3:1-29 
The Fiery Furnace 
 
On Eagles Wings       
(V1, C1, V2, C1, V3, C1, V4, C2) 

 
Verse 1 
You who dwell in the shelter of the 

Lord, 
who abide in this shadow for life, 
say to the Lord: "My refuge, 
my rock in whom I trust!" 
 

Refrain 1 
And he will raise you up on eagle's 

wings, 
bear you on the breath of dawn, 
make you to shine like the sun, 
and hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 

Verse 2 
The snare of the fowler will never 

capture you, 
and famine will bring you no fear; 
under God's wings your refuge, 
with faithfulness your shield.   
 

 
 
 

Verse 3  
You need not fear the terror of the 

night, 
nor the arrow that flies by day; 
though thousands fall about you, 
near you it shall not come.   
 

Verse 4 
For to the angels God's given a 

command 
to guard you in all of your ways; 
upon their hands they will bear you 

up, 
lest you dash your foot against a 

stone. 
 

Refrain 2 
And he will raise you up on eagle's 

wings, 
bear you on the breath of dawn, 
make you to shine like the sun, 
and hold you in the palm of his hand; 
and hold you, hold you in the palm of 

his hand. 
 

Seventh Reading:           Romans 6:3-11 
Baptized into Christ’s Death and Resurrection  

  



9 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 

Gospel:               John 20:1-18 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the tomb.  So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”  
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb.  The 
two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first.  He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  Then Simon Peter came, 
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  Then the other disciple, who 
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet 
they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.  
Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over 
to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 
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body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  
They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.”  When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be 
the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  Jesus said to her, 
“Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which 
means Teacher).  Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I 
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’ ”  Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have 
seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation     
 
 
 

Exceedingly Brief Homily 
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Easter Song          In Christ Alone 
 

Verse 1 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and  

storm 
What heights of love what depths of  

peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings  

cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 

Verse 2 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 

Verse 3 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of 
Christ 
 

Verse 4 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
 

 

Prayers of the Church 
Prayers of Intercession - Each prayer petition concludes with, "Merciful God." The 
response is, "Receive our prayer." 
 

Sharing the Peace 
A: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
A:  Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around us. 
 

Announcements & Offering 
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MEAL 
 

As we prepare to receive the gift of Holy Communion, we pray a table grace patterned 
after the great Old Testament and early church prayers that recount God’s goodness 
and ask that such goodness would extend to us and through us now and until our 
Lord’s promised return. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Supper (please be seated) 
At our Lord’s Table Jesus gives his own body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and 
intimacy of his promised presence with us. All who desire to receive our Lord are 
welcome. Communion is shared with bread (a wafer) and cup (grape juice). If you’re 
uncertain about receiving or how to receive, don’t hesitate to ask pastor when you 
come forward. You are welcome to receive a blessing or to receive the sacrament, as 
you feel led by the Spirit. 
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Communion Song      Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! 
 

Verse 1 
Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 

Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 

 

Verse 2 
Walking the way, Christ in the center 

telling the story to open our eyes; 
breaking our bread, giving us glory: 

Jesus our blessing, our constant 
surprise. 

 

Verse 3 
Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 
life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 
gift of the future now flowing to me. 

Verse 4 
Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 

death put asunder, and Easter is 
bright. 

Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 
Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. 

 

Verse 5 
City of God, Easter forever, 

golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
river of life, saints and archangels, 

sing with creation to God the I AM! 
 
 
 
 

Refrain 
Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 

Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
Prayer after Communion 
A: Let us Pray. 
 

Blessed Jesus, 
in this rich meal of grace, 
you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. 
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope 
to a world in need. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING 
Benediction 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father, 
+ Son, 
and Holy Spirit 

C: Amen  
 
Sending Song       Build your Kingdom Here  
                 (V1, V2, C, V3, Cx2)

Verse 1 
Come set Your rule and reign 
In our hearts again 
Increase in us we pray 
Unveil why we're made 
Come set our hearts ablaze with hope 
Like wildfire in our very souls 
Holy Spirit come invade us now 
We are Your church 
We need Your pow'r in us 
 

Verse 2 
We seek Your kingdom first 
We hunger and we thirst 
Refuse to waste our lives 
For You're our joy and prize 
To see the captives' hearts released 
The hurt the sick the poor at peace 
We lay down our lives for heaven's 

cause 
We are Your church 
We pray revive this earth 

Chorus 1 
Build Your kingdom here 
Let the darkness fear 
Show Your mighty hand 
Heal our streets and land 
Set Your church on fire 
Win this nation back 
Change the atmosphere 
Build Your kingdom here we pray 

 

Verse 3 
Unleash Your kingdom's pow'r 
Reaching the near and far 
No force of hell can stop 
Your beauty changing hearts 
You made us for much more than this 
Awake the kingdom seed in us 
Fill us with the strength and love of 

Christ 
We are Your church 
We are the hope on earth
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
We give thanks for all who give of themselves for service to God and to this community.  
Assisting Minister:    Shawna Harouff 
Reader:       
Acolytes:       
Altar Guild:      Judy Moon & Morgan Studer 
 

The band members are Glenn Hoffman, Jim Gregory, and Karen Archbold. 
 

The Altar Guild members are Judy Moon, Kristi Kittilstved, Nancy Trullinger, Morgan 
Studer, and Shawna Harouff  
 

The Livestream operators are Naaman Duckworth, Phil Havlik and Rich Kittilstved. 
 

The audio is run by Steve Castle. 
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music, prayers, and words we use in worship. Much of our liturgy texts and prayers are published 
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Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB134709. All rights reserved.  
 

The following songs are used by permission, CCLI License #1876268 
• In Christ Alone -  Song by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend © 2001 Thankyou Music 

The following songs are used by permission of GIA/OneLicense, License # A-726809. 
• On Eagles Wings - Song by Text: Michael Joncas, Text © 1979 OCP Publications, 
• Halle, Halle, Hallelujah – Music Carubbean traditional arr, Mark Sedio Arr. © 

1995 Augsburg Fortress Public Domain  
• Alleluia!  Jesus is Risen! – Text by Herbert F Brokering Music by David N 

Johnson Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1 
The following songs are Public Domain. 

• Wade in the Water  – Song is an African American spiritual  
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New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God 
to extend a radical welcome, share a generous grace, 
nurture a transforming faith, and live God’s promise. 

 
Extend a Radical Welcome We are a spirited community that strives to welcome, 
value, accept, and nurture all people wherever they are in their relationship with 
God. Since our founding in 2002, New Joy has been committed to welcoming 
people of all races, incomes, and expressions of the LGBTQIA+ community. 
 
Share a Generous Grace We are a spirited community which boldly proclaims 
that forgiveness, mercy, love, and salvation are free gifts of God’s grace. 
 
Nurture Transforming Faith We are a spirited community that receives faith as a 
gift of God that transforms us and the world. 
 
Live God's Promise We are a spirited community that boldly lives in our Lord’s 
promise of renewed and everlasting life. 
 
 
The truth is that we don’t always believe confidently, or pray wholeheartedly, or serve 
selflessly on our own. Yet when we come together in community we draw out the best in 
each other and in ourselves, lean on the faith of those around us, and seek the goodness of 
God for ourselves and for the world that God so loves. 
 
Full of belief or doubt, confidence or questions? There is a place for you at New Joy. The 
people of New Joy are newcomers to Christianity and interfaith families, lifelong active 
church goers and people who have spent decades away from the church before finding their 
way to New Joy. There is a place for you at New Joy, too. 
 
New Joy is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 


	Easter Proclamation
	R: Rejoice, now, all heav’nly pow’rs!
	Sing, choirs of angels!
	Exult, all creation around God’s throne!
	Jesus Christ is risen!
	Celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation;
	and for so great a victory, sound the trumpet of salvation.
	Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the brightness of your king!
	Christ has conquered!
	Glory fills you!
	Darkness vanishes forever.
	Rejoice, O holy church!
	Exult in glory!
	The risen Savior shines upon you!
	Let this place resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people.
	The Lord be with you.
	C: And also with you.
	R: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
	R: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that with full devotion of heart and mind and voice we should praise the invisible God, and the only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; who, by his precious blood redeemed us from bondage to the ancient sin.  For ...
	This is the night
	C: This is the night
	R: in which, in ancient times, you delivered our forebears, the children of Israel, and led them, dry shod, through the sea.
	This is the night
	C: This is the night
	R: in which the darkness of sin has been purged away by the rising brightness.
	This is the night
	C: This is the night
	R: in which all who believe in Christ are rescued from evil and the gloom of sin, are renewed in grace, and are restored to holiness.
	This is the night
	C: This is the night
	R: in which, breaking the chains of death,
	Christ arises from hell in triumph.
	O night truly blessed which alone was worthy to know the time and the hour in which Christ arose again from hell!
	This is the night
	C: This is the night
	R: of which it is written:
	“The night is as clear as the day,” and, “then shall my night be turned into day.” The holiness of this night puts to flight the deeds of wickedness; washes away sin; restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn; casts out hate; brings...
	Therefore, in this night of grace, receive, O God, our praise and thanksgiving for the light of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,
	reflected in the burning of this candle.
	We sing the glories of this pillar of fire, the brightness of which is not diminished even when its light is divided and borrowed.
	For it is fed by the melting wax which the bees, your servants, have made for the substance of this candle.
	This is the night
	C: This is the night
	R: in which heaven and earth are joined things human and things divine.
	We, therefore, pray to you, O God, that this candle, burning to the honor of your name, will continue to vanquish the darkness of night and be mingled with the lights of heaven.
	May Christ the Morning Star find it burning, that Morning Star who never sets, that Morning Star who, rising from the grave, faithfully sheds light on the whole human race.
	And we pray, O God, rule, govern, and preserve with your continual protection your whole church, giving us peace in this time of our paschal rejoicing; through the same Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, on...
	C:  Amen.
	Prayer of the Day
	First Reading:          Genesis 1:1--2:4a
	Second Reading:       Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21
	Deliverance at the Red Sea
	Third Reading:      Ruth 1.15-18; 2.1-13; 4.13-17;
	The Faithfulness of Ruth
	Fourth Reading:         1 Samuel 1:1-2:10
	Fifth Reading            Isaiah 66:6-16
	Seventh Reading:           Romans 6:3-11
	Gospel:               John 20:1-18
	Communion Song      Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!
	Verse 1
	Alleluia! Jesus is risen!
	Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
	Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever!
	Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!
	Verse 2
	Walking the way, Christ in the center
	telling the story to open our eyes;
	breaking our bread, giving us glory:
	Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.
	Verse 3
	Jesus the vine, we are the branches;
	life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;
	heaven to earth, Christ to the people,
	gift of the future now flowing to me.
	Verse 4
	Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent:
	death put asunder, and Easter is bright.
	Cherubim sing: O grave, be open!
	Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.
	Verse 5
	City of God, Easter forever,
	golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,
	river of life, saints and archangels,
	sing with creation to God the I AM!
	Refrain
	Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
	Give God the glory! Alleluia!

