The Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 19, 2023
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Lenten Roads

Take us home to the place where we belong
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The People of New Joy, Ministers
The Rev. Chris Duckworth, Pastor | Glenn Hoffman, Music Minister
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Welcome to worship at New Joy Lutheran Church. We are blessed by your
presence among us today. This bulletin contains the outline and words for
worship this morning.

Little children are always welcome — even and especially when they’re a little
noisy! We welcome children to worship God by toddling around, playing with
toys, shaking tambourines, babbling and singing, and coming to the Lord’s
Table. If little ones get a bit too noisy during spoken parts of the service — the
reading of Scripture, the sermon, or prayers — please try to quiet them or take
them into the hallway for a moment to calm down. Thank you!

Our nursery is also available most Sundays for children aged 5 and under.

GATHERING

Prelude
Words of Welcome & Opening Prayer

Opening Song Here I am to Worship
(V1,C, V2, B, C).

Verse 1 Verse 2

Light of the world King of all days

You stepped down into darkness Oh so highly exalted

Opened my eyes let me see Glorious in heaven above

Beauty that made Humbly You came

This heart adore You To the earth You created

Hope of a life spent with You All for love's sake became poor

Chorus 1 Bridge

So here [ am to worship And I'll never know

Here I am to bow down how much it cost

Here I am to say that To see my sin upon that cross
You're my God And I'll never know

And You're altogether lovely how much it cost

Altogether worthy To see my sin upon that cross

Altogether wonderful to me



Confession & Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who gazes upon this world
with love, and embraces us with compassion.

C: Amen.

P: Gathered together at the foot of the cross, let us lament the sin of this
world, and confess our own sinfulness before God and one another.

A brief silence

Our Refuge and Strength:
The world is broken, O Lord.

In endless love you provide abundance
yet people go without.

In endless love you provide food
yet people hunger.

In endless love you provide materials for building,
yet people are homeless.

In endless love you provide materials for clothing,
yet people are naked.

In endless love you provide dignity to all
yet people are hated, rejected, and abused.

In endless love you provide knowledge for healing.
yet people suffer with preventable disease.

In endless love you provide peace,
yet people wage war.

In endless love you provide abundance
yet people go without.

In your endless love, O Lord, have mercy on this world.
We confess that the world is captive to sin.
Forgive it. Renew it. Make it whole.
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Heal our brokenness. Show us a better way.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
We confess that we are captive to sin
And cannot free ourselves.

Our waste that scars the earth,

Our words and deeds that rob people of their dignity,
Our indifference that neglects the needs of others,

Our failure to love our neighbor as ourselves, we confess.

: Christ, have mercy upon us.

P: Our inattentiveness to your righteous commands,

C:

Our failure to pray,

Our reliance on ourselves rather than on you alone,
Our devotion to false gods, we confess.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Silence for reflection

P:

Beloved of God, the Lord is compassionate and merciful to the
penitent; slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Hear this
good news: the Lord has mercy upon us. In the name of Jesus * your
sins are forgiven.

: Amen.

God’s forgiveness leads us into wholeness. Let us worship and pray,
live and serve, not as people waiting for God, but as people blessed by
God to live with love for this world.

: Christ has entered into our darkness with light,

our despair with hope,
our hate with love, and
our death with life ...

... and continues to do so each and every day. Thanks be to God.

: Thanks be to God. Amen.



Apostolic Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

T
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Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By
your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our
hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

WORD

\'l(\;.-/ Children's Message

|| ]

First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13

A Reading from First Samuel.

"The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? [ have
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set
out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears
of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say,
‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” *Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one
whom I name to you.” “‘Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling,
and said, “Do you come peaceably?” *He said, “Peaceably; I have come
to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s
anointed is now before the LORD.” "But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” ®Then Jesse called
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has
the LORD chosen this one.” °“Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he
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said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” °Jesse made seven of his
sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not
chosen any of these.” !'Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit
down until he comes here.” *He sent and brought him in. Now he was
ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise
and anoint him; for this is the one.” *Then Samuel took the horn of oil,
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of

the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then
set out and went to Ramah.

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Congregation:

f) \ P— | e \
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Re - turn to God with all your heart, the Source of grace and
A 4 \ Optional Repeat
A REE=—— e
o o
mer-cy; Come, seek the ten - der faith-ful-ness of God.
Gospel John 9:1-41

Action Bible, pg 644 or Spark Story Bible pg 432

P: The Holy Gospel, according to Saint John:
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

'As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. ?His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. ‘We must work
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the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no
one can work. °As long as | am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” *When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, “saying to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. #The neighbors and those who had
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used
to sit and beg?” °Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” '°But they
kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” '"He answered,
“The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,
‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my
sight.” ?They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

3They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been
blind. “Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened
his eyes. ®Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received
his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and
now [ see.” 1®Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for
he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who
is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. !"So they said
again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

¥The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his
sight ?and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind?
How then does he now see?” ?°His parents answered, “We know that this
is our son, and that he was born blind; *'but we do not know how it is that
now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age.
He will speak for himself.” 2His parents said this because they were afraid
of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed
Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. *Therefore
his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and
they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a
sinner.” ?He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing
I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” *They said to him, “What
did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 2’He answered them, “I
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have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” **Then they
reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of

Moses. ?We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we
do not know where he comes from.” **The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. **'We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. **Never since the
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person
born blind. *If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” **They
answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?” And they drove him out.

%3 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” **He answered, “And who is he,
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 3"Jesus said to him, “You have
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 3He said, “Lord, I
believe.” And he worshiped him. *Jesus said, “I came into this world for
judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see
may become blind.” **Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said
to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” *'Jesus said to them, “If you
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your
sin remains.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Gospel Acclamation

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day

Amazing Grace
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 ’Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we’ve been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! 1 once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we’ve  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’'d first be - gun.

The Assisting Minister leads this portion of the service where we renew our shared mission,
confess our common faith, lift our prayers to God, and extend God's peace with one another.

Mission Statement

A: Let us say together the mission we share:

C: New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by
God to extend a radical welcome, share a generous grace,
nurture a transforming faith, and live God's promise.
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Nicene Creed
A: With the whole church let us confess our faith.
C: We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession - Each prayer petition concludes with, "Merciful God." The
response is, "Receive our prayer."

%l /g Prayers of the Church

Sharing the Peace

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

A: Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around us.

Announcements & Offering

ﬂ.o Offertory As The Grains of Wheat
Refrain _
Q Congregation:
s i — e i o b
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As the grains of wheat once scat-tered on the hill were
flee = e
gath-ered in - to one w be - comeour bread;
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o — v * g
so may all your peo-ple  from all the ends of earth be

e

e -
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Verses

- 3 — e 3 .

1. As this cup of bless-ing i*-. shared with-in our  midst
2. Let this be a fore-taste all that is 10 come when
1o Refrain
- zi —
may we uhﬂr:, the pres - ence nf your love.
all cre a - tion shares this feast with YOIl
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%, /g Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray.
God of good gifts,
receive these and all our offerings
as we present them in faithful service
for the sake of your gospel.
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal

as you pour out your very presence
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.

C: Amen.

MEAL

@ As we prepare to receive the gift of Holy Communion, we pray a table grace patterned
after the great Old Testament and early church prayers that recount God’s goodness
? and ask that such goodness would extend to us and through us now and until our

Lord’s promised return.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
i T Congregation:
Au d. Presider: . ; ‘
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The Lord bewith you. And al-so  with you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us  give thanks to the Lord our God. It is
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right to give God thanks and praise.
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Pastor continues with the proper preface, appointed specifically for this season, which
leads us to Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus), the angelic chorus of Isaiah 6:
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san -na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

The Pastor continues with eucharistic prayer, which includes the following responses:

P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. ....

With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
C: Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

N
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... Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
: Come, Lord Jesus.
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... Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
: Come, Holy Spirit.

N

P: ... we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
C: Amen.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Lord’s Supper (please be seated)

At our Lord’s Table Jesus gives his own body and blood for the forgiveness of
sins and intimacy of his promised presence with us. All who desire to receive our
Lord are welcome. Communion is shared with bread (a wafer) and cup (grape
juice). If you’re uncertain about receiving or how to receive, don’t hesitate to ask
pastor when you come forward. You are welcome to receive a blessing or to
receive the sacrament, as you feel led by the Spirit.
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Lamb of God

Congregation:

Congregation or Assistant:

1
====sss *
e y
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
you break the chains of ha - tred and
you are the way of jus - tice and
you are the way of mer-cy and
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Apart from the Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) we will not sing during communion during Lent,
marking this season with a silence that calls us into prayer and reflection.
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%Vg Prayer after Communion
A: Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept.

Merciful God,

accompany our journey through these forty days.
Renew us in the gift of baptism,

that we may provide for those who are poor,
pray for those in need,

fast from self-indulgence,

and above all that we may find our treasure

in the life of your Son,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

SENDING

Benediction

P: May God bless & keep us.
May God’s face shine on us & be gracious.
May God look on us with favor & *+ give us peace.

Presider: Congregation:
e e — T+ =
x'_l_.l,r = — P I . — . o

—
BIVE us pedve. A - .
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Sending Song

Verse 1

Be Thou my vision

O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me
Save that Thou art
Thou my best thought
By day or by night
Waking or sleeping

Thy presence my light

Verse 2

Be Thou my wisdom

Be Thou my true Word
[ ever with Thee

And Thou with me Lord
Thou my great Father

[ Thy true one

Thou in me dwelling
And I with Thee one

Dismissal

A: Goin peace. Serve in love.

C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Be Thou My Vision

Verse 3

Riches I heed not

Nor vain empty praise
Thou mine inheritance
Now and always

Thou and Thou only
Be first in my heart
High King of heaven
My treasure Thou art

Verse 4

High King of heaven

My victory won

May I reach heaven's joy
O bright heaven's Son!
Heart of my own heart
Whatever befall

Still be my vision

O Ruler of all

We are in the season of Lent, a time of spiritual discipline, penitence, and
renewal. During Lent our worship service includes a confession of sins, refrains

m from singing “Alleluia,” and provides for less singing during the distribution of
Holy Communion. After six Sundays these Lenten shifts will give way to a more
exuberant expression of worship in Easter.
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WORSHIP LEADERS

We give thanks for all who give of themselves for service to God and to this community.
Assisting Minister: Kristi Kittilstved

Reader: Alexa Helm
Acolytes: Kinzi Jones
Altar Guild: Morgan Studer & Nancy Trullinger

The band members are Glenn Hoffman, Jim Gregory, and Karen Archbold.

The Altar Guild members are Judy Moon, Kristi Kittilstved, Nancy Trullinger, Morgan
Studer, and Shawna Harouff

The Livestream operators are Phil Havlik and Rich Kittilstved.

The audio is run by Steve Castle.

MINISTY BOARD MEMBERS

Name Position Term Ending
Becky Suchomel President January 2025
Laurie Cupp Vice President January 2026
Kristi Kittilstved Secretary January 2025
Chuck Studer Treasurer January 2024
Andy Clark Co- Treasurer January 2026
Galil Castle Member at Large January 2024

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We give thanks to the musicians, writers, and church ministries who create and publish much of
music, prayers, and words we use in worship. Much of our liturgy texts and prayers are published
by Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB134709. All rights reserved.

The following songs are used by permission, CCLI License #1876268
e Here I am to Worship - Song by Tim Hughes © 2000 Thankyou Music
The following songs are used by permission of GIA/OneLicense, License # A-726809.
e All liturgical music by Marty Haugen copyright © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.
The following songs are Public Domain.
e Amazing Grace - Text by John Newton Music by W Walker Song Public Domain
e Be Thou My Vision - Song by Mary Elizabeth Byrne & Eleanor Henrietta Hull ©
Public Domain
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WORSHIP NOTES

SUNDAYS IN LENT, NOT OF LENT It’s a small but important grammatical
distinction. Sundays are not counted as part of Lent. There are 46 calendar days
between Ash Wednesday and Holy Saturday — six of those are Sundays. Sundays
are a break in the Lenten fast. Sundays continue to be celebrations of the
resurrection during Lent, even if the way we celebrate is somewhat muted (ie,
refraining from singing or saying “Alleluia”). Thus, Sundays are a day when you can
pause from your Lenten fast, and enjoy your sweets or whatever else you “gave up”
for Lent.

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP Mark your calendars! Palm Sunday is coming up in two
weeks (April 2). Good Friday worship is on Friday, April 7, at 7pm. Easter Vigil —
salvation stories told around a campfire — on Saturday, April 8, at 7:30pm. Easter
Sunday, 9:30am on April 9. Traveling over Holy Week/Spring Break? Find an ELCA
Church at www.ELCA.org/tools/FindACongregation.

BOWING? WE DO THAT? At different times in the service you may see Pastor
Chris bow — during part of the Nicene Creed, parts of Holy Communion, and at the
end of the service. Bowing is a traditional gesture of honoring the presence of God
(note how often people bow or fall to the ground when they approach Jesus in the
Gospel stories). As such, during parts of the communion liturgy where the name of
Jesus is invoked, and Christ’s presence is celebrated in bread and cup, Pastor Chris
bows as a gesture of honor and respect. He does so, also, at the end of the service,
bowing toward the congregation in recognition that the gathered people of God are
the Body of Christ given for the sake of the world. You are welcome to bow along
with him, or not. Worship gestures are things that Lutherans have traditionally
understood as not requiring uniformity, but instead are something that local
congregations or each individual embraces as they see helpful.

LIVESTREAM OPERATORS Would you be willing to learn how our livestream
technology works? Check in with Phil and Rich any Sunday following worship to see
how you can become part of the livestream team.

LENTEN SOUP SUPPER we are looking for volunteers to provide soup for March
22 and March 29. Please contact Becky Suchomel if available.
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

VBS 2023: HERO HOTLINE Sunday, June 25 - Thursday, June 29, 6-8pm at New
Joy. Save the Date and become a hero this summer. Kids who are ages 3 to rising
6th grade are welcome to attend. Registration will begin after Easter. We are
looking for lots of volunteers. Rising 7th grade and older are invited to be
counselors. Anyone interested in volunteering in any capacity can reach out to
Morgan Studer, contact the church office, and come to our Volunteer Meeting next
Sunday after worship.

NEW MEMBER CLASS concludes today, with our final session after worship at
approximately 10:45am.

NEW JOY’S RADICAL WELCOME efforts are continuing! We completed a four-
week Bible study on LGBTQ+ Welcome earlier this month (notes are available
online at NewJoy.org/about/radical-welcome), and additional learning and
exploration sessions are scheduled for next month.

MEN’S GROUP next meets on Saturday, April 15. They are reading Acts: Catching
Up with the Spirit. A few copies are still available in the church kitchen.

OUR LENTEN BOOK STUDY, Seven Words by Susan Robb., is about Jesus’ words
spoken from the cross. Books were ordered for those who signed up in advance,
and we have a few more available. Please pick up a book in the church kitchen and
make a $10 contribution marked “Lenten Book” if you are able. Thank you.

MEIJER AND OPEN DOORS are partnering up between now and March 31.
When you scan one of their $10 donation cards (located near each checkout) Meijer
will match your donation. On March 25" Meijer will double their match!

COFFEE HOUR is shifting to a monthly celebration, on the first Sunday of the
month (that’s today!). Additional coffee hours will be shared on special occasions.

NEW JOY IS ON FACEBOOK both with a public page and a private group. Search
for “New Joy Lutheran Church” to like our page, and for “New Joy Partners” to join
our group.

21



FELLOWSHIP & LEARNING GROUPS

Extend a radical welcome ... Nurture transforming faith

CONFIRMATION CLASS meets in two annual sessions — one in the fall and one in
the winter - for 7" and 8™ grade faith formation and fellowship. Classes currently
meet on Sunday afternoons at 4pm through March 19.

SEASONED BELIEVERS, our seniors fellowship group, meets on Tuesdays at 9am
at Chick-Fil-A on Route 32 in Westfield.

BIBLE STUDIES meet at New Joy on Tuesdays at 7pm and on Wednesdays at
1pm. The Tuesday evening group uses the Adult Bible Studies curriculum by
Cokesbury. The Wednesday midday group reads the Scripture for the next Sunday.
Contact Pastor Chris if you would like to learn more.

NEW JOY’S MUSIC MINISTRY rehearses every Wednesday evening at 7:30pm.
Interested in singing or playing with the band? Please speak with our Music
Minister, Glenn Hoffman, after worship, or via email at music@newjoy.org.

MEN’S GROUP hosts breakfasts and Bible Studies about twice/month On
Saturdays at 8am. Questions? Contact Tony Trullinger or Wes Harouff.

JOYFUL GIRLS gathers each month for fellowship and dinner. Contact Becky
Suchomel or Lyn Nore if you have any questions.
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, March 19
e Worship, 9:30am Nursery provided for children aged 5 and
under.
e New Member Class, following worship
¢ Confirmation Class, 4pm

E

Monday, March 20
e New Joy Preschool 4s Class. 9:30am
e BSA Scout Troops 1910 & 1920, 7pm

Tuesday, March 21
e New Joy Preschool 3s Class, 9:30am
e Seasoned Believers, 9am, @ Chick-Fil-A on Route 32 in Westfield
e New Bible Study, 7pm (Lesson #3 , “What Do We Owe the Emperor?”)

Wednesday, March 22

e New Joy Preschool 4s Class, 9:30am
Wednesday Bible Study, 1pm. (Ezekiel 37:1-14, John 11:1-45)
Lenten Soup Supper, 6:15pm (Need volunteers to bring in soup)
Wednesday Lenten Prayer Service, 7pm
Band Rehearsal, 7:30pm

Thursday, March 23
e New Joy Preschool 3s Class, 9:30am

Friday, March 24
e New Joy Preschool 4s Class, 9:30am
e Newcomer Dinner at the Duckworth home, 6pm

Saturday March 25

Sunday, March 19
e Worship, 9:30am Nursery provided for children aged 5 and under.
e VBS Volunteer Meeting, following worship

23



New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God
to extend a radical welcome, share a generous grace,
nurture a transforming faith, and live God’s promise.

Extend a Radical Welcome We are a spirited community that strives to welcome,
value, accept, and nurture all people wherever they are in their relationship with
God. Since our founding in 2002, New Joy has been committed to welcoming
people of all races, incomes, and expressions of the LGBTQIA+ community.

Share a Generous Grace We are a spirited community which boldly proclaims
that forgiveness, mercy, love, and salvation are free gifts of God’s grace.

Nurture Transforming Faith We are a spirited community that receives faith as a
gift of God that transforms us and the world.

Live God's Promise We are a spirited community that boldly lives in our Lord’s
promise of renewed and everlasting life.

The truth is that we don’t always believe confidently, or pray wholeheartedly, or serve
selflessly on our own. Yet when we come together in community we draw out the best in
each other and in ourselves, lean on the faith of those around us, and seek the goodness of
God for ourselves and for the world that God so loves.

Full of belief or doubt, confidence or questions? There is a place for you at New Joy. The
people of New Joy are newcomers to Christianity and interfaith families, lifelong active
church goers and people who have spent decades away from the church before finding their
way to New Joy. There is a place for you at New Joy, too.

New Joy is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).
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l: =8 | theran Church (Ne}\) : O:)S

)
‘\‘ l7pU in America
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	Opening Song       Here I am to Worship
	First Reading          1 Samuel 16:1-13
	Action Bible, pg 644 or Spark Story Bible pg 432
	P: The Holy Gospel, according to Saint John:


