
1 
 

 
 

Nativity of our Lord: Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24, 2022, 7:30 pm 

 
 

The People of New Joy, Ministers 
The Rev. Chris Duckworth, Pastor 

Glenn Hoffman, Music Minister 
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Welcome to worship at New Joy Lutheran Church. We are blessed by your presence among us 
today. This bulletin contains the outline and words for worship this evening.  
 

Little children are always welcome – even and especially when they’re a little noisy! We welcome 
children to toddle around, play with toys, shake tambourines, and come to the Lord’s Table. 
 

At our Lord’s Table Jesus gives his own body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and intimacy of 
his promised presence with us. All who desire to receive our Lord are welcome. Communion is 
shared with bread (a wafer) and cup (grape juice). If you’re uncertain about receiving or how to 
receive, don’t hesitate to ask pastor when you come forward. You are welcome to receive a blessing 
or to receive the sacrament, as you feel led by the Spirit. 
 

GATHERING 
Prelude 
 

Christmas Proclamation 
This proclamation, in use in many Christian churches since the late medieval era, places 
the birth of Christ within the course of human history. The traditional text of the 
proclamation sets the birth of Christ within Biblical and Roman history, and is written with 
the grandeur and ceremonial pomp of royal proclamations. 
 
The version you will hear tonight has been significantly updated to expand its view and to 
tell a more honest story about Roman rule. Tonight’s proclamation recalls both the plight of 
the Jewish people who lived under Roman imperial rule and highlights several other 
cultures and civilizations that thrived around the globe at the time of Jesus’ birth. 
 
With these updates, this traditional proclamation places the birth of Jesus not just within a 
narrow Western or Roman worldview, but in context with diverse cultures and histories as 
told from other viewpoints. 
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Opening Song      O Come All Ye Faithful 

 
 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

Words of Welcome 
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Jesus, the Light of the World 
1 Hark! the herald angels sing, Jesus, the Light of the world; 
 "Glory to the newborn king," Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 

Refrain 

 We'll walk in the light, beautiful light, 
 come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright. 
 Shine all around us by day and by night, 
 Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 

2 Joyful, all you nations, rise; Jesus, the Light of the world; 
 join the triumph of the skies; Jesus, the Light of the world.  Refrain 
 

3 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Jesus, the Light of the world; 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord! Jesus, the Light of the world.  Refrain 
 

4 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Jesus, the Light of the world; 
 Hail the Sun of righteousness! Jesus, the Light of the world.  Refrain 
 

Apostolic Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence 
and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

  



5 
 

WORD 
First Reading       Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

A reading from Isaiah:  
 

The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

R: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Go Tell It On The Mountain 

 
 

Children's Message  
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Gospel Acclamation      The First Noel 
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Gospel       Matthew 1:18-25 
 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to Saint Matthew: 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations 
with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
R: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ! 

 Gospel Acclamation           The First Noel (Refrain only) 

 

 
 

Sermon 
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José y Maria, 2014, by Everett Patterson, http://www.everettpatterson.com/?p=1835 

Look for all the hidden, and not-so-hidden, references to the Biblical story in this image  



10 
 

Hymn of the Day   Hark The Herald Angels Sing 

 
The Assisting Minister leads this portion of the service, where we proclaim our faith, renew our 
shared mission, lift our prayers to God, and extend God's peace with one another. 
 

Mission Statement 
AM:  Let us say together the mission we share: 
C: New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to 

extend a radical welcome, share a generous grace, nurture a 
transforming faith, and live God's promise. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
AM: With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the ancient words of the 

Apostles’ Creed 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 
Prayers of Intercession - Each prayer petition concludes with, " Merciful God" The response is, 
"receive our prayer." 

Sharing the Peace 
AM: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
AM:  Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around us. 
 

Announcements & Offering 
 

  



12 
 

It Came Upon The Midnight Clear 
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Offering Prayer 
AM: Gracious God, 

your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
you offer at this table 
and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

As we prepare to receive the gift of Holy Communion, we pray a table grace patterned after the 
great Old Testament and early church prayers that recount God’s goodness and ask that such 
goodness would extend to us and through us now and until our Lord’s promised return. 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor Chris continues with the “proper preface” which then leads into the Gloria refrain. Typically, 
we sing “Holy, Holy, Holy” during the communion prayers. This night we join with the angels in 
Bethlehem and sing “Gloria! In excelsis Deo!” 
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Angels We Have Heard On High 
Gloria Refrain 

 
 

 
 

The words around the communion table conclude with the prayer Jesus taught us.  
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Supper (please be seated) 
All are welcome to the communion feast, for our Lord is host and gives himself to all who desire to 
receive. Those not receiving Holy Communion are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing or 
remain in their seats in prayer. Come, let us eat and drink at the table of the Lord. 
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Angels We Have Heard On High
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Away In A Manger 

 
 

Prayer after Communion 
AM: Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING 
Candlelighting 
As we light the candles for Silent Night, please do not dip a lit candle but  instead dip the unlit  
candle into a lit candle.  Glow sticks are available for younger children who may not be able to  
handle a lit candle. 
 

Following the benediction and as the lights are turned on, you may extinguish your candles. 
 

Silent Night (Stille Nacht) 

 
 

Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit 

C:  Amen  
 

  



19 
 

Sending Song       Joy to the World 

 
 

 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Christ is born! 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

  



20 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
We give thanks for all who give of themselves for service to God and to this community.  
Assisting Minister :   Cana Duckworth 
Reader:    Chris Studer 
Acolyte     Molly Havlik 
Altar Guild:    Judy Moon & Morgan Studer 
The band members are Glenn Hoffman, Jim Gregory, and Karen Archbold. 
 

The Altar Guild members are Judy Moon, Kristi Kittilstved, Nancy Trullinger, Morgan 
Studer, and Shawna Harouff  
 

The Livestream operator are Phil Havlik and Rich Kittilstved. 
 

The audio is run by Steve Castle. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We give thanks to the musicians, writers, and church ministries who create and publish much of 
music, prayers, and words we use in worship. 
 

Much of our liturgy texts and prayers are published by Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 
Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SB134709. All rights reserved. Eucharistic Prayer edited & adapted from Deepening & Expanding 
Worship, provided by Reconciling Works, 2021. 
The following songs are used by permission, CCLI License #1876268 

• None this service 
The following songs are used by permission of GIA/OneLicense, License # A-726809. 

• None this service. 
The following songs are Public Domain. 

• O Come All Ye Faithful – Text & Music: attr. John Francis Wade Public Domain 
• Hark the Herald Angels Sing - Text: Charles Wesley Music: Felix Mendelssohn 

&arr. William H. Cummings Public Domain 
• Away in A Manger - Music: James R. Murray Text: North American Public 

Domain 
• Go Tell It On The Mountain – Text & Music: African American spiritual, refrain; 

John W. Work Jr. Public Domain 
• It Came Upon The Midnight Clear - Text: Edmund H. Sears Music: Richard S. 

Willis Public Domain 
• Angels We Have Heard On High - Text: French carol; tr. H.F. Hemy Music: 

French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes Public Domain 
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• Silent Night (Stille Nacht) - Text: Joseph Mohr tr. John F. Young Music: Franz 
Gruber Public Domain 

• Joy to the World - Text: Isaac Watts Music: English melody arr. Lowell Mason 
Public Domain  

• The First Noel – Text & Music English traditional; arr. John Stainer Public Domain 
• Jesus Light of the World – Music by Charles Wesley and George Elderkin Public 

Domain 

 
 
 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

LIVESTREAM OPERATORS Would you be willing to learn how our livestream 
technology works? Check in with Phil and Rich any Sunday following worship to see 
how you can become part of the livestream team. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHTING is a tradition that developed in the 
Reformation Era, as the candlelighting practice of daily Night Prayer services 
(usually prayed in monasteries) were incorporated into the public Christmas Eve 
Mass. Several hundred years later, in 1818, the beloved Christmas carol Silent Night 
was written and first sung. Within a few decades it would become a Christmas 
favorite around the world. 
 
EVERY CHRISTMAS we read from the Gospel of Luke. Angels, shepherds, baby 
Jesus lying in a manger. This year we are reading from the only other birth narrative 
in the Gospels, found in Matthew (that’s right – Mark skips Jesus’ birth altogether, 
and John tells a bit more of a mystical story about light and darkness). Matthew’s 
birth narrative paints much less scenery and action than does Luke’s version. Yet in 
Matthew we get a sense of the scandal that Jesus’ birth represents – an unwed 
mother, Joseph’s call to listen to and honor his fiancé’s experience and faith, and – a 
few verses later – the danger the Holy Family would face at the hands of Herod, 
fearful of how a newborn king would threaten his imperial power. Matthew’s Gospel 
gives us the birth of a Savior who will disrupt the world and show us a better way. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE On Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25, 
we will worship at 9:30am in person. Come in your pajamas! We will have online-only 
worship on Sunday, January 1, 2023. 
 

OUR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is scheduled for Sunday, 
January 23, following worship. We will hold a budget hearing following worship on 
Sunday, January 8. Please mark your calendars to be part of our discernment and 
collaboration as a community of Christ. 
 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES will begin in January. Reach out to Pastor Chris. 
 

COFFEE HOUR has resumed! After a long hiatus we are thrilled to have coffee and 
donuts following worship. This ministry of hospitality needs a few people each Sunday to 
pick up donuts, set up coffee and goodies, and clean up afterwards. Please check with 
Kristi Kittilstved to learn what’s involved and to sign-up.  
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RECURRING EVENTS 
 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY will resume each Wednesday at 1pm, in the New Year, 
starting on January 4. 
 

NEW BIBLE STUDY meets each Tuesday, 7pm, at church. New books for the 
December-February season of our curriculum have arrived and are available in the 
narthex. Our next study will be on Tuesday, January 9. 
 

MEN’S GROUP Saturday breakfasts and Bible Study gatherings will continue after 
the New Year. Our next breakfast is on Saturday, January 7. In preparation, please 
read chapters 11-12 of Breaking the Code, and watch the session 6 video. Questions? 
Contact Tony Trullinger or Wes Harouff. Need a book? Pick one up in the church 
entranceway. 
 

JOYFUL GIRLS gathers each month for fellowship and dinner. Our next dinner is 
on Wednesday, January 4, at 6pm at Coopers Hawk Winery & Restaurant on 96th 
Street. Contact Becky Suchomel or Lyn Nore if you have any questions. 
 

SEASONED BELIEVERS meets every Tuesday, 9am, at the Chick-Fil-A on SR32 in 
Westfield. 
 

OUR BSA SCOUT TROOPS 1910/1920 meet at the church on Monday nights at 
7pm. 
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New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God 

to extend a radical welcome, share a generous grace, 
nurture a transforming faith, and live God’s promise. 

 
Extend a Radical Welcome We are a spirited community that strives to welcome, 
value, accept, and nurture all people wherever they are in their relationship with 
God. Since our founding in 2002, New Joy has been committed to welcoming 
people of all races, incomes, and expressions of the LGBTQIA+ community. 
 
Share a Generous Grace We are a spirited community which boldly proclaims 
that forgiveness, mercy, love, and salvation are free gifts of God’s grace. 
 
Nurture Transforming Faith We are a spirited community that receives faith as a 
gift of God that transforms us and the world. 
 
Live God's Promise We are a spirited community that boldly lives in our Lord’s 
promise of renewed and everlasting life. 
 
 
The truth is that we don’t always believe confidently, or pray wholeheartedly, or serve 
selflessly on our own. Yet when we come together in community we draw out the best in 
each other and in ourselves, lean on the faith of those around us, and seek the goodness of 
God for ourselves and for the world that God so loves. 
 
Full of belief or doubt, confidence or questions? There is a place for you at New Joy. The 
people of New Joy are newcomers to Christianity and interfaith families, lifelong active 
church goers and people who have spent decades away from the church before finding their 
way to New Joy. There is a place for you at New Joy, too. 
 
New Joy was established just in 2002. As a congregation we’re still growing up. You might 
say we’re in that awkward late teen/early twenties stage when we don’t yet feel like an 
adult, but we’re no longer a kid. We certainly haven’t figured everything out, but we are 
having fun as we grow and as we see what God is putting before us. We hope you’ll be part 
of our future. 

 


