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Welcome to worship at New Joy Lutheran Church. We are blessed by your presence among us 

today. This bulletin contains the outline and words for worship this morning.  
 

Little children are always welcome – even and especially when they’re a little noisy! We welcome 

children to toddle around, play with toys, shake tambourines, and come to the Lord’s Table. 
 

At our Lord’s Table Jesus gives his own body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and intimacy of 

his promised presence with us. All who desire to receive our Lord are welcome. Communion is 

shared with bread (a wafer) and cup (grape juice). If you’re uncertain about receiving or how to 

receive, don’t hesitate to ask pastor when you come forward. You are welcome to receive a 

blessing or to receive the sacrament, as you feel led by the Spirit. 
 

GATHERING 
Prelude 
 

Words of Welcome 
 

Opening Song     This is the Spirit’s Entry Now 

 
 

Opening Prayer 
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Apostolic Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Texas Kyrie 
Refrain 

L:Lord have mercy. 

C:Lord have mercy. 

L: Christ have mercy. 

C: Christ have mercy. 

Verse 1 

L: We pray for peace from above. 

We pray for our salvation. 

Verse 2 

L: We pray for peace in the world, 

We pray for wellness in Your church, 

We pray for unity of all. 

Verse 3 

L: We pray for this holy place. 

We pray for for all who gather here. 

Verse 4 

L: Oh Lord help us, save us. 

Oh Lord comfort and defend us. 

End 

L: Amen. 

C: Amen. 

L: Amen. 

C: Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and 

revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the 

Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

First Reading 
A Reading from Exodus & Leviticus 

Today's composite reading offers instruction from God on how the Jews were to set apart 

and bless their firstborn children, giving context for Mary and Joseph's presentation of 

Jesus in the Temple in today’s Gospel reading. 

 

Exodus 13:1-2, 11-16 

The LORD said to Moses: Consecrate to me all the firstborn; whatever is the first 

to open the womb among the Israelites, of human beings and animals, is mine. 

“When the LORD has brought you into the land of the Canaanites, as he 

swore to you and your ancestors, and has given it to you, you shall set apart to 

the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your livestock that are 

males shall be the LORD’s.  Every firstborn male among your children you shall 

redeem.   

When in the future your child asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall 

answer, ‘By strength of hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house 

of slavery.  When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, from human firstborn to the firstborn of animals. 
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Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD every male that first opens the womb, but every 

firstborn of my sons I redeem.’  It shall serve as a sign on your hand and as an 

emblem on your forehead that by strength of hand the LORD brought us out of 

Egypt.” 

Leviticus 12:1-3, 6-8 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the people of Israel, saying: 

If a woman conceives and bears a male child, she shall be ceremonially unclean 

for seven days.  On the eighth day the flesh of her child’s foreskin shall be 

circumcised. 

When the days of her purification are completed, whether for a son or for 

a daughter, she shall bring to the priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting a 

lamb in its first year for a burnt offering, and a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin 

offering.  He shall offer it before the LORD, and make atonement on her behalf. 

This is the law for her who bears a child, male or female.  If she cannot afford a 

sheep, she shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons, one for a burnt offering and 

the other for a sin offering; and the priest shall make atonement on her behalf, 

and she shall be clean. 

 

R: The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Children's Message  
 

  



6 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, Alleluia 

Lord to whom shall we go 

You have the words of eternal life 

Alleluia. 

Glory to You, 

glory to You, 

Glory to You oh Lord. 

Glory to You, 

glory to You, 

Glory to You oh Lord. 

Gospel        Luke 2:22-40 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to Saint Luke: 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 

they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord as it is written in the 

law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”, 

and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a 

pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 

was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 

Holy Spirit rested on him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  Guided by the 

Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his 

arms and praised God, saying, 

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant[e] in peace, 

according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24995e
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a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 
     And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said 

about him.  Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child 

is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 

will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a 

sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after 

her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple 

but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day.  At that moment she 

came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 

looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

  When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 

returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.  The child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 

R:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Praise to You, 

Praise to You, 

Praise to You oh Christ. 

Praise to You, 

Praise to You, 

Praise to You oh Christ. 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia 

Lord to whom shall we go 

You have the words of eternal life 

Alleluia. 
 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day       God With Us 

Verse 1 

Oh You've come to bring peace to be Love 

To be nearer to us 

You've come to bring life to be Light 

To shine brighter in us 

Oh Emmanuel God with us 

Chorus 

Our Deliverer You are Savior 

In Your presence we find our strength 

Over ev'rything our Redemption 

God with us 

You are God with us 

Verse 2 

Oh You've come to be Hope to this world 

For Your honor and name 

And You've come to take sin to bear shame 

And to conquer the grave 

Oh Emmanuel God with us 

Bridge 

You are here 

You are holy 

We are standing in Your glory (Lord) 

(REPEAT) 

Ending 

Oh God with us 

You are God with us 
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The Assisting Minister leads this portion of the service, where we proclaim our faith, 

renew our shared mission, lift our prayers to God, and extend God's peace with one 

another. 
 

Mission Statement 
AM:  Let us say together the mission we share: 

C: New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to 

extend a radical welcome, share a generous grace, nurture a 

transforming faith, and live God's promise. 

AM: With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the ancient words of 

the Apostles’ Creed 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

AM: With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the ancient words of 

the Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
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the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
Prayers of Intercession - Each prayer petition concludes with, "Hear us, O God." The 

response is, "Hear our prayer." 
 

Sharing the Peace 
AM: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

AM:  Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around us. 
 

Announcements & Offering 
 

Offering Prayer 
AM: Blessed are you, O God, 

Sovereign of the universe. 

You offer us new beginnings 

and guide us on our journey. 

Lead us to your table, 

nourish us with this heavenly food, 

and prepare us to carry your love 

to a hungry world, 

in the name of Christ our light. 

C: Amen. 
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MEAL 
 

As we prepare to receive the gift of Holy Communion, we pray a table grace patterned 

after the great Old Testament and early church prayers that recount God’s goodness and 

ask that such goodness would extend to us and through us now and until our Lord’s 

promised return. 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor continues with the proper preface, an opening to the eucharistic prayer. The 

proper preface leads us to sing, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy Holy Holy Lord 

Lord God of pow'r and might. 

Heaven and earth are full 

full of your glory 

Hosanah in the highest 

Hosanah in the highest 

Blessed is He who comes 

in the name of the Lord 

Hosanah in the highest 

Hosanah in the highest. 
 

The words around the communion table conclude with the prayer Jesus taught us  
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Supper (please be seated) 

All are welcome to the communion feast, for our Lord is host and gives himself to all who 

desire to receive. Those not receiving Holy Communion are welcome to come forward to 

receive a blessing or remain in their seats in prayer. Come, let us eat and drink at the 

table of the Lord. 
 

Lamb of God 
Lamb of God 

you take away the sin of the world 

Have mercy on us 

Lamb of God 

you take away the sin of the world 

Have mercy on us 

Lamb of God 

you take away the sin of the world 

Oh grant us peace, 

Lamb of God. 
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Spirit (Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness) 
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Canticle for Departure 
Now Lord you let your servant go in peace, 

your word has been fulfilled. 

My eyes have seen the salvation, 

you have prepared in sight of ev'ry one. 

A light to reveal you to the nations, 

and the glory or your people Israel, 

Now Lord you let your servant go in peace, 

your word has been fulfilled. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
AM: We give you thanks, gracious God, 

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 

Send us to bring good news 

and to proclaim your favor to all, 

strengthened with the richness of your grace 

in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit 

C:  Amen  
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Sending Song       Jesus Lead On 
Verse 1 

This is my cry 

This is my song 

You are my guiding light 

When the way is unknown 

And when these sunny skies 

Turn shades of gray 

I'll stay close by Your side 

As You lead the way 

Chorus 

Jesus lead on I will follow 

Jesus lead on 

Let Your love light the way 

Jesus lead on I will follow 

Jesus lead on 

Verse 2 

Hear now this cry 

Hear now this song 

You are the guiding light 

For this journey I'm on 

And when my vision is clouded 

By the wind and the rain 

I'll stay close by Your side 

As You lead the way 

Bridge 

Lead me on 

Lead me on 

Lead me on 

I will follow 
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Dismissal 
 

AM: Go with Christ into a weary world. 

Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
We give thanks for all who give of themselves for service to God and to this community.  
 

Communion Servers: Norm Springer 

First Reading:   Kristi Kittilstved 
 

The band members are Glenn Hoffman, Jim Gregory, Karen Archibold and 

Natalie Fiur 
 

The Altar Guild members are Judy Moon, Kristi Kittilstved, Nancy Trullinger, 

Morgan Studer, and Shawna Harouff  
 

The Livestream team is Jeff O’Neill, Kelleen Kennedy, Luke Ledyard and Rich 

Kittilstved. 
 

The audio is run by Steve Castle. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 We give thanks to the musicians, writers, and church ministries who create and publish 

much of music, prayers, and words we use in worship. 
 

Much of our liturgy and prayers are published by Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 

2015 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License # SB134709. All rights reserved.  
 

The following songs are used by permission, CCLI License #1876268 
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• Texas Kyrie, Alleluia, Glory to You Oh Lord, Praise to you oh Christ, The 

Great Thanksgiving, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lamb of God & Canticle of the 

Departure - © 2006 Jonathan Rundman and Salt Lady Music 

• This is the Spirit’s Entry Now - Text © Thomas E. Herbranson, admin. 

Augsburg Fortress Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

• God With Us - Jason Ingram & Leslie Jordan © 2012 Open Hands Music,So 

Essential Tunes, Integrity's Praise! Music, Little Way Creative  

• Spirit ( Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness) - Text and music © 1978 James K. Manley 

• Jesus Lead On - Brent Helming © 1996 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

New Joy Preschool Enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year will be starting this 

month.  We open enrollment to the church and current preschool families first, starting 

on January 17th. If you have a preschool age child and would like more information on 

registration, please email Miranda at preschool@newjoy.org.   
 

New Members Class for anyone interested in joining New Joy will begin on Sunday, 

January 16th following worship. Classes are held weekly, and new members will join on 

Sunday, February 27th. Questions? Contact the church office or Pastor Chris. 
 

Bible Study is every Wednesday at 1pm. We gather online for Bible Study to read the 

Scripture for the coming Sunday. 
 

Seasoned Believers meets every Tuesday, 9am, at the Titus Bakery. 
 

Scout Troops 1910/1920 meet at the church every Monday night at 7 pm. 
 

New Joy on Facebook Are you on Facebook? If so, follow our church page at 

facebook.com/newjoy, and join our New Joy Partners group at 

facebook.com/groups/NewJoyPartners. We'll see you online! 

  

mailto:preschool@newjoy.org
http://facebook.com/newjoy
http://facebook.com/groups/NewJoyPartners
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New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to extend a 

radical welcome, share a generous grace, nurture a transforming faith, and live 

God’s promise. 

 

Extend a Radical Welcome We are a spirited community that strives to welcome, 

value, accept, and nurture all people wherever they are in their relationship with 

God. 

 

Share a Generous Grace We are a spirited community which boldly proclaims 

that forgiveness, mercy, love, and salvation are free gifts of God’s grace. 

 

Nurture Transforming Faith We are a spirited community that receives faith as a 

gift of God that transforms us and the world. 

 

Live God's Promise We are a spirited community that boldly lives in our Lord’s 

promise of renewed and everlasting life. 

 

The truth is that we don’t always believe confidently, or pray wholeheartedly, or serve 

selflessly on our own. Yet when we come together in community we draw out the best in 

each other and in ourselves, lean on the faith of those around us, and seek the goodness of 

God for ourselves and for the world that God so loves. 

 

Full of belief or doubt, confidence or questions? There is a place for you at New Joy. The 

people of New Joy are newcomers to Christianity and interfaith families, lifelong active 

church goers and people who have spent decades away from the church before finding 

their way to New Joy. There is a place for you at New Joy, too. 

 

New Joy was established just in 2002. As a congregation we’re still growing up. You 

might say we’re in our awkward adolescence. We haven’t figured everything out. We’re 

having fun as we grow and as we see what God is putting before us. We hope you’ll be 

part of our future. 


