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Welcome to worship at New Joy Lutheran Church. We are blessed by your presence 

among us today. This bulletin contains the outline and words for worship this morning.  

 

Little children are always welcome – even and especially when they’re a little noisy! We 

welcome children to toddle around, play with toys, shake tambourines, and come to the 

Lord’s Table. 

 

At our Lord’s Table Jesus gives his own body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and 

intimacy of his promised presence with us. All who desire to receive our Lord are 

welcome. Communion is shared with bread (a wafer) and cup (grape juice). If you’re 

uncertain about receiving or how to receive, don’t hesitate to ask pastor when you come 

forward. You are welcome to receive a blessing or to receive the sacrament, as you feel led 

by the Spirit. 
 

GATHERING 
Prelude 
 

Words of Welcome 
 

Opening Song     Prepare ye the way of the Lord 

Prepare ye, the way of the Lord 

Prepare ye, the way of the Lord 

Prepare ye, the way of the Lord. 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Apostolic Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Advent Wreath Lighting Prayer Litany 
We welcome the Blocksom family to lead us in lighting the Advent wreath this morning. 
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Jesus, the Light of the World 
 

1 Hark! the herald angels sing, Jesus, the Light of the world; 

 "Glory to the newborn king," Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 

Refrain 

 We'll walk in the light, beautiful light, 

 come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright. 

 Shine all around us by day and by night, 

 Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 

2 Joyful, all you nations, rise; Jesus, the Light of the world; 

 join the triumph of the skies; Jesus, the Light of the world.  Refrain 
 

This Advent season we are reading Scripture that encourages us in faith and calls us to 

patience as we await the arrival of Christ. 
 

A Reading from Philippians: 
 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 

one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the 

first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 

among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for 

me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all 

of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 

defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all 

of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love 

may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to 

determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 

Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Advent Wreath Prayer 
Jesus, the Light of the World 

 

3 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Jesus, the Light of the world; 

 Christ, the everlasting Lord! Jesus, the Light of the world.  Refrain 
 

4 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Jesus, the Light of the world; 

 Hail the Sun of righteousness! Jesus, the Light of the world.  Refrain 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 

coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

WORD 
Children's Message  
 

Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel         Luke 3:1-6 
 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to Saint Luke: 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 

the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the 

high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 

Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in 

the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 

R:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ! 

  

  



6 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

Sermon       
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Hymn of the Day           On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

Verses, 1, 2 & 3 

 
 

The Assisting Minister leads this portion of the service, where we proclaim our faith, 

renew our shared mission, lift our prayers to God, and extend God's peace with one 

another. 
 

Mission Statement 
AM:  Let us say together the mission we share: 

C: New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to 

extend a radical welcome, share a generous grace, nurture a 

transforming faith, and live God's promise. 

AM: With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the ancient words of 

the Apostles’ Creed 
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Rite of Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) 
During the Confirmation blessing those making public affirmation of faith will join the 

congregation in saying the Apostles' Creed. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
AM: Do you believe in God the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

AM: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead.* 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

AM: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic church,  

  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. 
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Acclamation by the Congregation 
AM: Let us rejoice with Lindsay, Madigan, Abigail, Cana, Lukas, Austin,  

our sisters and brothers in Christ. 

C: We honor your faith and give thanks for your life in Christ. 

AM: Praise be to God for these sisters and brothers,  

and for our partnership in the Gospel! 

C: Together let us proclaim God’s love in word and deed to all the world. 

Amen! 

 

Prayers of the Church 
Prayers of Intercession - Each prayer petition concludes with, "Hear us, O God." The 

response is, "Your mercy is great." 

 

Sharing the Peace 
AM: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Announcements & Offering 
 

Offering Prayer 
AM: God of our waiting and watching, 

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us 

as we meet you in this simple meal, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

As we prepare to receive the gift of Holy Communion, we pray a table grace patterned 

after the great Old Testament and early church prayers that recount God’s goodness and 

ask that such goodness would extend to us and through us now and until our Lord’s 

promised return. 
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The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor continues with the proper preface, an opening to the eucharistic prayer shaped by 

Advent themes. The proper preface leads us to sing, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Pastor continues with the eucharistic prayer, a broad prayer recalling God’s mighty 

deeds of salvation from creation to the cross to this table. During the prayer Pastor will 

sing the following refrain, which is then repeated by the entire congregation. 
 

Acclamation 

 
 

The prayer concludes with a sung Amen. 
 

Amen 

 
 

The words around the communion table conclude with the prayer Jesus taught us (please 

note the ‘new’ translation of the Lord’s Prayer, in wide use since the 1970s). 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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Lord’s Supper (please be seated) 

All are welcome to the communion feast, for our Lord is host and gives himself to all who desire to 

receive. Those not receiving Holy Communion are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing 

or remain in their seats in prayer. Come, let us eat and drink at the table of the Lord. 

 

 

O Come All Ye Faithful 
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Wait for the Lord 
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Praise to You, O God of Mercy 
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Prayer after Communion 
AM: Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. 

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING 
Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit 

C:  Amen  
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Sending Song       You are Holy 
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Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
We give thanks for all who give of themselves for service to God and to this community.  
 

Assisting Minister:  Pastor Jessicah Duckworth 

Communion Servers: Morgan Studer 
 

The band members are Glenn Hoffman, Jim Gregory, Karen Archibold and 

Natalie Fiur 
 

The Altar Guild members are Judy Moon, Kristi Kittilstved, Nancy Trullinger, 

Morgan Studer, and Shawna Harouff  
 

The Livestream team is Jeff O’Neill, Kelleen Kennedy, Luke Ledyard and Rich 

Kittilstved. 
 

The audio is run by Steve Castle. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 We give thanks to the musicians, writers, and church ministries who create and publish 

much of music, prayers, and words we use in worship. 
 

Much of our liturgy and prayers are published by Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 

2015 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License # SB134709. All rights reserved.  

 

The following songs are used by permission, CCLI License #1876268 
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New Joy 

• Gospel Acclaimation – Music and Words by Glenn Hoffman 

Public Domain 

• Jesus Light of the World – Music by Charles Wesley and George Elderkin 

• O Come All Ye Faithful – Words & Music attr. John Francis Wade, 

Frederick Oakeley 
• On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s Cry - Text: Charles Coffin Music: European 

tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius 

OneLicense 

• Praise to You, O God of Mercy - Text and music: Now the Feast and 

Celebration, Marty HaugenText and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 

• Wait for the Lord - Music: Jacques Berthier Text and music © 1984 Les 

Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc. 

• You are Holy - Text and music by Per Harling © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, 

administered by Augsburg Fortress   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Congratulations! Please extend your blessings to our new Confirmation Class – Lindsey 

Blocksom, Madigan Canavan, Abigail Clark, Cana Duckworth, Lukas Fiur, and Austin 

Helm. 
 

Bible Study is every Wednesday at 1pm we gather online for Bible Study to read the 

Scripture for the coming Sunday. 

 

Seasoned Believers meets every Tuesday, 9am, at the Titus Bakery. 

 

Scout Troops 1910/1920 meet at the church every Monday night at 7 pm. 

 

New Joy on Facebook Are you on Facebook? If so, follow our church page at 

facebook.com/newjoy, and join our New Joy Partners group at 

facebook.com/groups/NewJoyPartners. We'll see you online! 

  

http://facebook.com/newjoy
http://facebook.com/groups/NewJoyPartners
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New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to extend a 

radical welcome, share a generous grace, nurture a transforming faith, and live 

God’s promise. 

 

Extend a Radical Welcome We are a spirited community that strives to welcome, 

value, accept, and nurture all people wherever they are in their relationship with 

God. 

 

Share a Generous Grace We are a spirited community which boldly proclaims 

that forgiveness, mercy, love, and salvation are free gifts of God’s grace. 

 

Nurture Transforming Faith We are a spirited community that receives faith as a 

gift of God that transforms us and the world. 

 

Live God's Promise We are a spirited community that boldly lives in our Lord’s 

promise of renewed and everlasting life. 

 

The truth is that we don’t always believe confidently, or pray wholeheartedly, or serve 

selflessly on our own. Yet when we come together in community we draw out the best in 

each other and in ourselves, lean on the faith of those around us, and seek the goodness of 

God for ourselves and for the world that God so loves. 

 

Full of belief or doubt, confidence or questions? There is a place for you at New Joy. The 

people of New Joy are newcomers to Christianity and interfaith families, lifelong active 

church goers and people who have spent decades away from the church before finding 

their way to New Joy. There is a place for you at New Joy, too. 

 

New Joy was established just in 2002. As a congregation we’re still growing up. You 

might say we’re in our awkward adolescence. We haven’t figured everything out. We’re 

having fun as we grow and as we see what God is putting before us. We hope you’ll be 

part of our future. 


