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Welcome to worship at New Joy Lutheran Church. We are blessed by your presence
among us today. This bulletin contains the outline and words for worship this morning.
Little children are always welcome – even and especially when they’re a little noisy! We
welcome children to toddle around, play with toys, shake tambourines, and come to the
Lord’s Table.
At our Lord’s Table Jesus gives his own body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and
intimacy of his promised presence with us. All who desire to receive our Lord are
welcome. Communion is shared with bread (a wafer) and cup (grape juice). If you’re
uncertain about receiving or how to receive, don’t hesitate to ask pastor when you come
forward. You are welcome to receive a blessing or to receive the sacrament, as you feel led
by the Spirit.

GATHERING
Prelude
Words of Welcome
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Opening Song

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Opening Prayer
1

Jesus, the Light of the World
Hark! the herald angels sing, Jesus, the Light of the world;
"Glory to the newborn king," Jesus, the Light of the world.
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Refrain
We'll walk in the light, beautiful light,
come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright.
Shine all around us by day and by night,
Jesus, the Light of the world.
2

Joyful, all you nations, rise; Jesus, the Light of the world;
join the triumph of the skies; Jesus, the Light of the world. Refrain

Apostolic Greeting
P:
C:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Opening Litany
Adapted from Wisdom chapter 10, an alternate reading for today. Wisdom is in the
apocrypha and not found in most Protestant Christian bibles. See note at back of bulletin
for more information about the apocrypha.
P:
C:

Wisdom delivered a holy people and a blameless race
from a nation of oppressors.

P:
C:

She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord.
She withstood terrifying kings with wonders and signs.

P:
C:
P:
C:

She rewarded the holy ones for their labors.
She led them along a marvelous way.
She became a shelter to them by day.
By night she was a flaming shower of stars.

P:
C:

She brought them across the Red Sea
She led them through deep waters.

P:
C:

She drowned their enemies
She caused waters to flow over them.

4

P:
C:

The righteous then disarmed their enemies.
They sang hymns to your holy name.

P:
C:

They praised your hand, O Lord,
the hand which had defended and fought for them.

P:
C:

Wisdom opens the mouths of the mute.
She makes the tongues of infants speak.
Jesus, the Light of the World
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Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Jesus, the Light of the world;
Christ, the everlasting Lord! Jesus, the Light of the world. Refrain

Refrain
We'll walk in the light, beautiful light,
come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright.
Shine all around us by day and by night,
Jesus, the Light of the world.
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Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Jesus, the Light of the world;
Hail the Sun of righteousness! Jesus, the Light of the world. Refrain

Prayer of the Day
P:

C:

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your
incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that
we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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WORD
Children's Message
First Reading

Jeremiah 31:7-14

A reading from Jeremiah.
Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
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and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel
P:
C:

John 1:[1-9] 10-18

The Holy Gospel, according to Saint John:
Glory to you, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did
not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. John testified to him
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.’ ” From his fullness we have all received, grace
upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is
close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
R:
C:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Gospel Acclamation
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Sermon
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Hymn of the Day

There Was the Word
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The Assisting Minister leads this portion of the service, where we proclaim our faith, renew our
shared mission, lift our prayers to God, and extend God's peace with one another.

Mission Statement
AM:
C:

Let us say together the mission we share:
New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to
extend a radical welcome, share a generous grace, nurture a
transforming faith, and live God's promise.

Apostles’ Creed
AM: With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the ancient words of
the Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the Church
Prayers of Intercession - Each prayer petition concludes with, "Hear us, O God." The response is,
"Your mercy is great."

Sharing the Peace
AM:
C:
AM:

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around us.

Announcements & Offering
Offering Prayer
AM:

C:

God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.

MEAL
As we prepare to receive the gift of Holy Communion, we pray a table grace patterned after the
great Old Testament and early church prayers that recount God’s goodness and ask that such
goodness would extend to us and through us now and until our Lord’s promised return.

P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Pastor continues with the proper preface, an opening to the eucharistic prayer shaped by Biblical
themes of Christmas. The proper preface leads us to sing with the angels:

Angels We Have Heard On High
Gloria Refrain

The words around the communion table conclude with the prayer Jesus taught us.

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Lord’s Supper (please be seated)
All are welcome to the communion feast, for our Lord is host and gives himself to all who desire to
receive. Those not receiving Holy Communion are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing
or remain in their seats in prayer. Come, let us eat and drink at the table of the Lord.

O Come All Ye Faithful
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Go Tell It On The Mountain
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Praise to You, O God of Mercy

Prayer after Communion
AM:

C:

Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.
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SENDING
Benediction
P:

C:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit
Amen

Sending Song

Angels From The Realms Of Glory

Dismissal
P:
C:

Go in peace. Christ is born!
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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WORSHIP LEADERS
We give thanks for all who give of themselves for service to God and to this community.
The band members are Glenn Hoffman, Jim Gregory, Karen Archibold and Natalie Fiur
The Altar Guild members are Judy Moon, Kristi Kittilstved, Nancy Trullinger, Morgan
Studer, and Shawna Harouff
The Livestream team is Jeff O’Neill, Kelleen Kennedy, Luke Ledyard and Rich
Kittilstved.
The audio is run by Steve Castle.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We give thanks to God for the musicians, writers, and church ministries who create and publish
much of music, prayers, and words we use in worship.
Much of our liturgy and prayers are published by Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015
Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
# SB134709. All rights reserved.
Additional liturgical music is published by GIA Music, reprinted with permission under One
License #A-726809. All rights reserved.
The following song is reprinted under One License #A-726809:
• There Was the Word -Music and Text by Ray Makeever
The following song was written by our Music Minister, Glenn Hoffman:
• Gospel Acclamation – Music and Words by Glenn Hoffman
The following songs are in the public domain.
• Jesus Light of the World – Music by Charles Wesley and George Elderkin
• O Come All Ye Faithful – Words & Music attr. John Francis Wade, Frederick
Oakeley
•

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice - Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason
Neale Music: German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall
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•

Go Tell it on the Mountain - Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W.
Work Jr Music: African American spiritual.

•

Angels, From the Realms of Glory - Text: James Montgomery Music: Henry T.
Smart

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Joyful Girls next gathering will be Wednesday, January 5, 2022 at Monterey Coastal 110
W. Main St, Suite 135 in Carmel at 6:30 PM.
New Members Class for anyone interested in joining New Joy will begin on Sunday,
January 16th following worship. Classes are held weekly, and new members will join on
Sunday, February 27th. Questions? Contact the church office or Pastor Chris.
Bible Study is every Wednesday at 1pm we gather online for Bible Study to read the
Scripture for the coming Sunday. We will next meet on January 5th.
Seasoned Believers meets every Tuesday, 9am, at the Titus Bakery.
Scout Troops 1910/1920 meet at the church every Monday night at 7 pm.
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A Light in the Darkness
The longest night of the year has passed, but while the light is increasing, it
remains so incremental it appears as though the darkness outside is triumphing.
Over the next week the hangovers will arrive. Not just the self-inflicted suffering
of many on New Year’s Eve, but also the financial hangovers of the irrational
exuberance of Christmas. Only a few
more days and the darkness of January
bills will be casting a pall over many
homes. Add to all this the darkness of
illness and injury, sorrow and loss, and
even in this season there is plenty of
pain and anxiety to go around.
Still, the promise of hope comes to us
this day, not in the form of an infant as
on Christmas Eve but in the form of
light. We celebrate the pure radiant light
that cuts through the darkness of this
world and shines into shadow-filled
lives. It is the light that shines through
the love broken and poured in bread and wine. It is the light of the holy presence
of Christ in times of confusion and despair. It is the light of grace and truth
shining into lives young and old, rich and poor, broken and whole.
It is the light of Christ that sends people like John the Baptist into this world,
people who dedicate their lives to pointing others toward Jesus. Some days we
are privileged to play this role for others, reminding them of Jesus. Other days
we need John the Baptist to tell us the story one more time. We need people like
John to point our eyes toward the light, undiminished by time, so that we can see
clearly the promise of Jesus in our lives, our communities and our world.
Reprinted with permission from Sundays and Seasons
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Reading from the Apocrypha
Today’s litany is based on the alternate psalmody for the day, Wisdom 10:15-21. Wisdom
is one of the apocryphal books included in Roman Catholic and Orthodox Bibles, but not
in Jewish and Protestant Bibles. Most of the apocryphal books were written by Greekspeaking Jews in the last few hundred years before Christ. Martin Luther himself
considered the books to be faithful and worthy of our reading.

Today’s text describes God’s Wisdom as a feminine figure, personified in the book of
Proverbs, and also in the apocryphal books of Ben Sirach, Wisdom, and Baruch. Saint
Paul - a devout Jew and zealous Pharisee - certainly knew of the tradition of Lady
Wisdom when he described Christ as “the wisdom of God” in 1 Corinthians 1:24. Hence
the church offers this text of God’s Wisdom to be read in the Christmas season.
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New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to extend a
radical welcome, share a generous grace, nurture a transforming faith, and live
God’s promise.
Extend a Radical Welcome We are a spirited community that strives to welcome,
value, accept, and nurture all people wherever they are in their relationship with
God.
Share a Generous Grace We are a spirited community which boldly proclaims
that forgiveness, mercy, love, and salvation are free gifts of God’s grace.
Nurture Transforming Faith We are a spirited community that receives faith as a
gift of God that transforms us and the world.
Live God's Promise We are a spirited community that boldly lives in our Lord’s
promise of renewed and everlasting life.
The truth is that we don’t always believe confidently, or pray wholeheartedly, or serve
selflessly on our own. Yet when we come together in community we draw out the best in
each other and in ourselves, lean on the faith of those around us, and seek the goodness of
God for ourselves and for the world that God so loves.
Full of belief or doubt, confidence or questions? There is a place for you at New Joy. The
people of New Joy are newcomers to Christianity and interfaith families, lifelong active
church goers and people who have spent decades away from the church before finding
their way to New Joy. There is a place for you at New Joy, too.
New Joy was established just in 2002. As a congregation we’re still growing up. You
might say we’re in our awkward adolescence. We haven’t figured everything out. We’re
having fun as we grow and as we see what God is putting before us. We hope you’ll be
part of our future.
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