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Welcome to worship at New Joy Lutheran Church. We are blessed by your presence 

among us today. This bulletin contains the outline and words for worship this morning.  

 

Little children are always welcome – even and especially when they’re a little noisy! We 

welcome children to toddle around, play with toys, shake tambourines, and come to the 

Lord’s Table. 

 

At our Lord’s Table Jesus gives his own body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and 

intimacy of his promised presence with us. All who desire to receive our Lord are 

welcome. Communion is shared with bread (a wafer) and cup (grape juice). If you’re 

uncertain about receiving or how to receive, don’t hesitate to ask pastor when you come 

forward. You are welcome to receive a blessing or to receive the sacrament, as you feel led 

by the Spirit. 
 

GATHERING 
Prelude 
 

Words of Welcome 
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Opening Song            Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

Apostolic Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Advent Wreath Lighting Prayer Litany 
We welcome the Lux family to lead us in lighting the Advent wreath this morning. 

Jesus, the Light of the World 
 

1 Hark! the herald angels sing, Jesus, the Light of the world; 

 "Glory to the newborn king," Jesus, the Light of the world. 
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Refrain 

 We'll walk in the light, beautiful light, 

 come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright. 

 Shine all around us by day and by night, 

 Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 

2 Joyful, all you nations, rise; Jesus, the Light of the world; 

 join the triumph of the skies; Jesus, the Light of the world.  Refrain 
 

This Advent season we are reading Scripture that encourages us in faith and calls us to 

patience as we await the arrival of Christ. 
 

A Reading from Micah: 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 
 

 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 and he shall be the one of peace. 

The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Advent Wreath Prayer 
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Jesus, the Light of the World 
 

3 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Jesus, the Light of the world; 

 Christ, the everlasting Lord! Jesus, the Light of the world.  Refrain 
 

4 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Jesus, the Light of the world; 

 Hail the Sun of righteousness! Jesus, the Light of the world.  Refrain 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace 

and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in 

joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

WORD 
Children's Message  
 

Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel       Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to Saint Luke: 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth 

was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And why has this 

happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  For as soon as I 

heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.  And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken 

to her by the Lord.” 

 

 And Mary said, 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

 His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

 

 He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 
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 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 

R: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

  

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

Sermon       
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Hymn of the Day     Canticle of the Turning 
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The Assisting Minister leads this portion of the service, where we proclaim our faith, renew our 

shared mission, lift our prayers to God, and extend God's peace with one another. 
 

Mission Statement 
AM:  Let us say together the mission we share: 

C: New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to 

extend a radical welcome, share a generous grace, nurture a 

transforming faith, and live God's promise. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
AM: With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the ancient words of 

the Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church 
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Prayers of Intercession - Each prayer petition concludes with, "Hear us, O God." The response is, 

"Your mercy is great." 
 

Sharing the Peace 
AM: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

AM:  Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around us. 
 

Announcements & Offering 
 

Offering Prayer 
AM: God of our waiting and watching, 

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us 

as we meet you in this simple meal, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

As we prepare to receive the gift of Holy Communion, we pray a table grace patterned after the 

great Old Testament and early church prayers that recount God’s goodness and ask that such 

goodness would extend to us and through us now and until our Lord’s promised return. 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor continues with the proper preface, an opening to the eucharistic prayer shaped by Advent 

themes. The proper preface leads us to sing, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

 
 

Pastor continues with the eucharistic prayer, a broad prayer recalling God’s mighty deeds of 

salvation from creation to the cross to this table. During the prayer Pastor will sing the 

following refrain, which is then repeated by the entire congregation. 
 

Acclamation 

 
 

The prayer concludes with a sung Amen. 
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Amen 

 
 

The words around the communion table conclude with the prayer Jesus taught us (please note the 

‘new’ translation of the Lord’s Prayer, in wide use since the 1970s). 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Supper (please be seated) 

All are welcome to the communion feast, for our Lord is host and gives himself to all who desire to 

receive. Those not receiving Holy Communion are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing 

or remain in their seats in prayer. Come, let us eat and drink at the table of the Lord. 
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O Come All Ye Faithful 
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That Boy-Child of Mary 
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Praise to You, O God of Mercy 
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Prayer after Communion 
AM: Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. 

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING 
Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit 

C:  Amen  
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Sending Song        Emmanuel 

 

 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
We give thanks for all who give of themselves for service to God and to this community.  
 

Assisting Minister:  Shawna Harouff 

Communion Servers: Norman Springer 

Ushers:   Lyn Nore & Becky Suchomel 
 

The band members are Glenn Hoffman, Jim Gregory, Karen Archibold and 

Natalie Fiur 
 

The Altar Guild members are Judy Moon, Kristi Kittilstved, Nancy Trullinger, 

Morgan Studer, and Shawna Harouff  
 

The Livestream team is Jeff O’Neill, Kelleen Kennedy, Luke Ledyard and Rich 

Kittilstved. 
 

The audio is run by Steve Castle. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 We give thanks to the musicians, writers, and church ministries who create and publish 

much of music, prayers, and words we use in worship. 
 

Much of our liturgy and prayers are published by Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 

2015 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License # SB134709. All rights reserved.  
 

The following songs are used by permission, CCLI License #1876268 

• That Boy-Child of Mary - Text: Tom Colvin Music: Malawi traditional 

Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company 

• Emmanuel – Text & Music: Bob McGee Text and music © 1976 C. A. 

Music, a div. of C. A. Records, Inc. 

New Joy 

• Gospel Acclaimation – Music and Words by Glenn Hoffman 
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Public Domain 

• Jesus Light of the World – Music by Charles Wesley and George Elderkin 

• O Come All Ye Faithful – Words & Music attr. John Francis Wade, 

Frederick Oakeley 

• Emmanuel – Text & Music: Bob McGee Text and music © 1976 C. A. 

Music, a div. of C. A. Records, Inc. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Christmas Season Worship Services  Our Christmas Season worship services begin on 

Tuesday, December 21, 7pm, with a Blue Christmas service. On the longest night of the 

year, we gather for a service of lament to give voice to the sorrows and challenges we 

are bearing during the “most wonderful time of the year.”  

 

Christmas Eve worship services: 5pm and 7pm. The 5pm service is slightly abbreviated 

and oriented toward families with young children. 7pm is a more traditional Christmas 

Eve service. Of course, all are welcome to both services! 

 

Sundays in Christmas The 12 Days of Christmas begin on Christmas Day. We will have 

two Sunday services during the season of Christmas, December 26 and January 2, at our 

regular 9:30am worship time. 

 

New Members Class for anyone interested in joining New Joy will begin on Sunday, 

January 16th following worship. Classes are held weekly, and new members will join on 

Sunday, February 27th. Questions? Contact the church office or Pastor Chris. 
 

Bible Study is every Wednesday at 1pm we gather online for Bible Study to read the 

Scripture for the coming Sunday. 

 

Seasoned Believers meets every Tuesday, 9am, at the Titus Bakery. 

 

Scout Troops 1910/1920 meet at the church every Monday night at 7 pm. 
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New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to extend a 

radical welcome, share a generous grace, nurture a transforming faith, and live 

God’s promise. 

 

Extend a Radical Welcome We are a spirited community that strives to welcome, 

value, accept, and nurture all people wherever they are in their relationship with 

God. 

 

Share a Generous Grace We are a spirited community which boldly proclaims 

that forgiveness, mercy, love, and salvation are free gifts of God’s grace. 

 

Nurture Transforming Faith We are a spirited community that receives faith as a 

gift of God that transforms us and the world. 

 

Live God's Promise We are a spirited community that boldly lives in our Lord’s 

promise of renewed and everlasting life. 

 

The truth is that we don’t always believe confidently, or pray wholeheartedly, or serve 

selflessly on our own. Yet when we come together in community we draw out the best in 

each other and in ourselves, lean on the faith of those around us, and seek the goodness of 

God for ourselves and for the world that God so loves. 

 

Full of belief or doubt, confidence or questions? There is a place for you at New Joy. The 

people of New Joy are newcomers to Christianity and interfaith families, lifelong active 

church goers and people who have spent decades away from the church before finding 

their way to New Joy. There is a place for you at New Joy, too. 

 

New Joy was established just in 2002. As a congregation we’re still growing up. You 

might say we’re in our awkward adolescence. We haven’t figured everything out. We’re 

having fun as we grow and as we see what God is putting before us. We hope you’ll be 

part of our future. 


