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Second Sunday in Lent




ANNOUNCEMENTS

We're Glad You're Joining (s T his Moming!

Praying the Psalms

Now that we have returned to livestream—only for worship, we are adding a time of
prayerful reflection to our Sundays together. Join us via Zoom on Sunday mornings
at 8:45 am for Praying the Psalms. The link can be found in the News to Know emails.
Some of you may remember that several years ago Jessicah Duckworth led us with
this weekly devotion in which we read anc}l prayed a psalm each week prior to worship,
Please mark your calendar and join us before worship beginning next Sunday.

Join us after worship at 10:45am for a Sunday Morning Zoom Fellowship Meeting.
It is a great time to speak with our interns, Cory and Emily, and to catch up with
many of our Partners! It is the next best thing to hanging out in the narthex and
sanctuary after worship! You will find the link to this meeting in Friday's News to
Know.

Join us each Wednesday at 1pm for our Midweek Bible Study. The link to the Zoom
meeting will be in Tuesday's News to Know. All are welcome to join inl The upcoming
Sunday scripture will be discussed.

Lenten Prayer Gatherings

We will be coming together on Zoom every Wednesday for prayer, fellowship, and re-
flection. Times: 6:30 am; 1:00 pm; 7:00 pm; and 10:00 pm. Come when it works best
for you. Camera on or off, as you're most comfortable. The Zoom link will be in Tues-
day’'s News to Know email. We will use the same link, meeting ID/password for each
prayer time.

The Church Still Gathers



Prelude
Words of Welcome

The Glory of These 40 Days (EL\W 320)
The glory of these forty days
we celebrate with songs of praise;
for Christ, through whom all things were made,
himself has fasted and has prayed.

Then grant, O God, that we may, too,
return in fast and prayer to you.
Our spirits strengthen with your grace,
and give us joy to see your face.

Opening Prayer

Apostolic Greeting and Baptismal Blessing

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Beautiful Things (ACS #925)
All this pain
| wonder if I'll ever find my way
I wonder if my life could really change, at all

All this earth
Could all that is lost ever be found?
Could a garden come up from this ground, at all?

Refrain: You make beautiful things
You make beautiful things out of the dust
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You make beautiful things
You make beautiful things out of us

All around,
Hope is springing up from this old ground
Out of chaos life is being found, in you

Refrain, refrain

Prayer of Lament

P:

This Lent we cry out, “How long, O Lord? How long?”

Indeed, this pandemic has felt like a year-long Lent in itself:

a season of sacrifice, austerity, loss, and reflection.

And yet, in the paradox of faith,

we find God’s holy love, promise, and beauty

in the dark valley of this season,

trusting that as we continue our Lenten journey our Lord is with us,
leading us to the still waters of salvation

and the daylight of resurrection dawn.

Silence for reflection

AM: Let us pray:

Gracious God, by day and night we pour out our prayer to you.
We are crying out for justice,

yearning for what is right,

longing for your peace.

Come quickly to help us, O God;

save those who call upon your name.

AM: We yearn for an end to this pandemic, its suffering, death, and

disruptions; and we your people cry: How long, O Lord?

AM: We weep for those who have died during this pandemic,

and for those whose grief has been interrupted;
we weep, and we your people cry: How long, O Lord?
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AM:

AM:

AM:

AM:

AM:

AM:

AM:

We long for the day when we can come together again

to worship you in person,

to embrace friends and neighbors and family members,

and enjoy the best of human proximity, touch, and presence;

we long for a new day, and we your people cry: How long, O Lord?

We shed tears for the blessed dead,

those we name now and those known only to you,

who died during these past months

and whose funerals and memorials were disrupted by pandemic
protocols.

We lift before you (names) and those we name before you now:

and we your people dry: How long, O Lord?

We grieve for ourselves,

that we weren’t at the side of our loved ones when they died,
that we couldn’t gather with friends to wipe tears and tell stories,
that we were not able to lay our hands on the casket or urn

that we couldn’t commend their bodies to the ground;

and we your people cry: How long, O Lord?

Hear now, O God the laments of our hearts, spoken out loud in our
homes or in the silence of our hearts:

Silence
and we your people cry: How long, O Lord?

We don’t cry out to the Lord in vain. We know that God hears our
cries, replenishes our strength and stirs up our hope.

For the baptized this is a time to take strength in our baptism,
to recall that we have been joined to Christ’s death in baptism,
and that if we have been joined to a death like his,

we will certainly be joined to a resurrection like his.

And for the unbaptized, this is a time to discern a life in Christ,

to inquire about and interrogate the faith of this congregation,
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AM:

AM:

C:

to seek here a Living Word that defies the brokenness of this world,
and a people who look for signs of our Savior’s promised reign
of justice, mercy, and peace.

Let us mark ourselves with the cross of Christ, with water if available,
as a remembrance of and with anticipation for
God’s promise in our lives and in this world.

To you, O God, Father, Son + and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory,
now and forever.
Amen.

Song of Baptismal Remembrance

Wade in the Water (EL\W 459)
Refrain: Wade in the water,
wade in the water, children,
wade in the water,
God's a-goin'-a trouble the water.

(See that host all dressed in white,)

God's a-goin'-a trouble the water.

(the leader looks like the Israelite.)
God's a-goin'-a trouble the water. Refrain

(Look over yonder, what do | see?)

God's a-goin'-a trouble the water.

(the Holy Ghost a-coming on me.)
God's a-goin'-a trouble the water. Refrain

Prayer of the Day

P:

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument
of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to
glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and

loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



First Reading Genesis 17:1-¢7, 15-16

When Abram was 99 years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am
El Shaddai. Walk with me and be trustworthy. 21 will make a covenant between us
and I will give you many, many descendants.” > Abram fell on his face, and God
said to him, 4 “But me, my covenant is with you; you will be the ancestor of many
nations. > And because I have made you the ancestor of many nations, your name
will no longer be Abram but Abraham. ¢I will make you very fertile. I will produce
nations from you, and kings will come from you. 7T will set up my covenant with
you and your descendants after you in every generation as an enduring covenant. I
will be your God and your descendants’ God after you.

15God said to Abraham, “As for your wife Sarai, you will no longer call her Sarai.
Her name will now be Sarah. '®I will bless her and even give you a son from her. I

will bless her so that she will become nations, and kings of peoples will come from
her.”

R: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Mark 8:31-38

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

31'Then Jesus began to teach his disciples: “The Human One must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and the legal experts, and be
killed, and then, after three days, rise from the dead.” 3 He said this plainly. But
Peter took hold of Jesus and, scolding him, began to correct him. 33 Jesus turned and
looked at his disciples, then sternly corrected Peter: “Get behind me, Satan. You are
not thinking God’s thoughts but human thoughts.”

34 After calling the crowd together with his disciples, Jesus said to them, “All who
want to come after me must say no to themselves, take up their cross, and follow
me. 3> All who want to save their lives will lose them. But all who lose their lives
because of me and because of the good news will save them. 3 Why would people
gain the whole world but lose their lives? 37 What will people give in exchange for
their lives? > Whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this unfaithful and sinful
generation, the Human One will be ashamed of that person when he comes in the
Father’s glory with the holy angels.”



P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children's Message
Sermon

Come Thou Font of Every Blessing (ELW 807)
Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.

While the hope of endless glory
fills my heart with joy and love,
teach me ever to adore thee;
may | still thy goodness prove.

Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be;
let that grace now like a fetter
bind my wand'ring heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it;
prone to leave the God | love.
Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;
seal it for thy courts above

° s
Sharing God’s Peace
We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you” now, in the middle of our worship
service. We wish for each other that we'd truly experience God s presence and peace.

AM: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Announcements

Mission Statement
AM: In person, in spirit, and in truth, the church still gathers.



C: New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to
extend a radical welcome, share a generous grace, nurture a
transforming faith, and live God's promise.

Prayer
The Assisting Minister leads the congregation in the Prayers of the Church, giving thanks

to God, and asking God'’s blessings for the church, the world, and all those in need.
After each prayer petition, the congregation responds, “Your mercy is great.”

Let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

WE GO OUT WITH GOD’S JOY
Blessing

P: You are what God made you to be;
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.

C: Amen.



Dismissal
P:  Goin peace. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

Sending Song

Your Grace is Enough
Great is Your faithfulness O God
You wrestle with the sinner's restless heart
You lead us by still waters into mercy
And nothing can keep us apart

Pre Chorus: (50) remember Your people
Remember Your children
Remember Your promise O God

Chorus: Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough for me

Great is Your love and justice God
You use the weak to lead the strong
You lead us in the song of Your salvation
And all Your people sing along

Pre-chorus, Chorus, Chorus

Portions of our service are reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2000 Augsburg Fortress, and are used
by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
Our music is copyrighted, and used by permission. CCLI License No. 1876268
Reprinted under OneLicense No. A-726809
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New Joy Lutheran Church: A Spirited Community

New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to extend a radical
welcome, share a generous grace, nurture a transforming faith, and live God’s promise.

Extend Radical Welcome
New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community that welcomes, values, accepts, and
nurtures all people wherever they are in their relationship with God.

Share Generous Grace
New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community that freely proclaims that forgiveness,
mercy, love, and salvation are free gifts of God’s grace.

Nurture Transforming Faith

New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community that receives faith as a gift of God that
transforms us and the world.

Live God’s Promise
New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community that boldly lives in our Lord’s promise
of renewed and everlasting life.

About New Joy Lutheran Church

New Joy Lutheran Church, a congregation
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA), is a community of faith
moved by God’s Spirit. We come to New
Joy from different places, with different life
and faith experiences. What draws us
together is the center - our Lord Jesus
Christ — who welcomes us into a common
life and transforming faith, and sends us
out to share generous grace and boldly live
God’s promise.
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