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Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world; 

   The light no darkness can overcome. 

Stay with us Lord for it is evening; 

   And the day is almost over. 

Let your light scatter the darkness, 

   And illumine your church 

-From Holden Evening Prayer 

 

John 8:12 (CEB), “Jesus spoke to the people again, saying, ‘I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me 

won’t walk in darkness but will have the light of life.’” 

 

I’m excited for the next few months at New Joy!  We will be a host congregation for Family Promise again in 

November and December.  Our stewardship season includes a weekly reading from Hebrews 12, on the theme of 

“Running the Race with Endurance,” and three preachers will be offering our thoughts on what this means for us 

as a community in 2020.  We look toward Advent and Christmas with expectation and wonder, preparing our 

hearts to observe the coming of the Christ child.  That’s just a sampling, so please take a look at the church calen-

dar, in this newsletter and on our website at newjoy.org/events/calendar. 

 

At a church where I served as vicar in Washington, DC, we offered a large English-language service on Sunday 

morning, and a smaller Spanish-language service in the evening.  Except in the longest of summer days, the 

Spanish service took place after dark, and we took advantage of this by beginning each service with an evening 

prayer similar to the beginning to Holden Evening Prayer, above.  Those of us gathered to worship would begin 

at the baptismal font and, following a crucifer, would process and sing. 

 

When one pauses to contemplate the presence of Christ, the world indeed seems a little brighter.  As different as 

that church’s morning and evening services were in setting, attendance, and language, they were a weekly  

reminder to me of what we share as Christians.  Immanuel, “God with us” (Matthew 1:23).  We gathered in the 

name of Christ to worship our risen Lord and Savior.  We, too, are many, yet we are also one in Christ (Romans 

12:5). 

 

What excites me the most about the next few months is that they’re full of opportunities to shine Christ’s love 

into a world that longs for it.  As the days grow shorter, and winter falls, this love shines no less warmly.  So with 

John the Baptist, Matthew, whose Gospel we will read throughout the new year, Mary, and the great cloud of  

witnesses whose examples encourage us, let us witness to the light when and where we may, by God’s grace. 

 

 

                                                                                                              Vicar Will   



From Your Ministry Board President... 

 

Alexa Helm 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
As we near the end of 2019, it is so rewarding to see the fruits of our labors, dreams and prayers. The pavilion 
is nearing completion and the voices of our preschool kids have become a joyful noise within our walls. We 
have shared new experiences and the love of Christ with each other and with neighbors and friends. We have 
welcomed over 30 new partners into our congregation this year! God is so good! As we enter into the season of 
giving, I thank you for your gifts of time and treasures. I can’t wait to see what God has in plan for us in 2020. 
 
I hope everyone will plan to join us on January 26th, as we gather for our Annual Congregational meeting where 
we will rejoice and plan together. Until then, I look forward to celebrating with you for the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas seasons. 
 
God be with you, 
 

Alexa Helm,  New Joy Board President 

                          Come Join Us 

For a Family 

Friendly 

Evening! 

Mark your calendars for Wednesday,  

November 13 and Wednesday, January 8 

for our next Messy Church nights.  We 

will begin the night at 5:30 pm sharing 

dinner, then enjoying the different fun  

stations of science, arts & crafts, stories, 

etc., beginning at 6:00 pm.  At 7:00 pm 

we will have a short service.  Everything 

should wrap up by 7:20.  Come when you 

can—leave when you must! 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 
Please make plans to join us after worship for our Annual Meeting.  We 

will discuss our plans for next year, elect new board members, and  

approve the 2020 budget.  Your thoughts and opinions matter! 

Youth Group Dates 
 

New Joy’s Youth Group (for those students in 

Grades 9-12) will be meeting twice a month of 

Wednesday evenings, beginning at 6:00 pm.  The 

dates are November 6 and 20, December 4 and 

18, and January dates will be available by the 

end of the year.  All youth are invited to come 

for a fun evening! 



Outreach Ministry 
Hello Friends!  

 

We have some beautiful opportunities for you coming in the months ahead. I am 

looking forward to sharing love with our community along side you all.  

 

In November, we will have a Values Based Budgeting Workshop here at New Joy. 

This will be led by a representative from Thrivent and will help guide those of us 

that want to make sure we are spending and saving on the things that align with our 

values. I’m sure this will be a great workshop to get our thoughts in the right direc-

tion for the upcoming year when many of us reset our budgets. We will also begin 

collecting new pajamas for  children  that  receive support through Open Doors. 

During the week of Thanksgiving, we will host families through Family Promise. 

This nonprofit is doing beautiful work. They are supporting families with resume 

skills, access to job postings, helping to secure safe and affordable housing as well 

as financial literacy and more. We are honored to get to be a congregation that will 

open our doors to give temporary shelter to families during this difficult time.  

 

In December, we will organize and help distribute the pajamas that were collected in 

November. We will have a Good Gifts Giving Tree in the narthex, and we will host 

families again for Family Promise.  

 

In January,  we will have another Thrivent Workshop.  This one is Leaving Your 

Legacy and Estate Planning. If you are starting to think about leaving an inheritance, 

endowment or donation, this will be a great workshop for you. Our Confirmation 

kids will do their annual cleaning of Open Doors also.  

 

                               Amber 



Preschool News 
 
We  have  had a  wonderful  start to  our  first school  year at New Joy 
Preschool! We opened our doors on August 26th to 10 four year olds and 8 
three year olds. Since then we gained two new students in our 3’s class. Both 
classes have been thoroughly enjoying learning in the classroom and running 
around on the playground.  
 
New Joy Preschool is a play-based preschool.  We are working on our fine 
motor skills, gross motor skills and social skills through play. We are getting 
up and moving all the time!  
 
We are currently giving tours for next school year. Our registration will open 
to current families and church member families January 6th. It will open to 
the public January 13th.   If you or you know someone interested in our  
preschool, please send them my way. I would be happy to give anyone a tour.  
 
 
Miranda Verik  
preschool@newjoy.org  
317.896.1402  

Military Care Packages— 

Christmas decorations! 
 
This will be our last opportunity to send Military Care Packages to Pastor 

Chris and his soldiers.  Pastor Chris has requested Christmas decorations!  

He and some other officers want to hold a Christmas Party for the Soldiers, 

which will be in a big tent.  In order to make it more festive, he is requesting cheap Christmas 

decorations, such as green paper rolls to make paper trees, garland, paper chains, things to hang 

from the ceiling, string to hang things, any type of decoration that is light, and that can just be 

thrown away after Christmas (they don’t have storage for these items).  And of course, they 

would like Christmas lights!  Lots and lots of Christmas lights!  We will need these items BY 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, as they will need to be sent off by the middle of November.     

Pastor Chris, his Soldiers, and all of New Joy thank you for your support of these brave men and 

women!   



Family Promise  

Hosting 
 

Our next Family Promise hosting week will be 

from Sunday, November 24 until Sunday, Decem-

ber 1.  As we found out at our last hosting week, it 

is a pretty simple, and fun, week!  Amber Janes 

will be sending out a link to sign up to help that 

week the first part of November.  Watch for it!   

 

Then we do host again at the end of December 

(December 29-January 5).  Our hosting dates did 

turn out to be very close together this year,  but 

that was  just  due to  this  organization just get-

ting started, and some unexpected changes.  Next 

year our hosting weeks will be spread out.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Amber,  

outreach@newjoy.org.    

Preschool Registration for 2020-21 
Opens in January 

 
Registration opens to current families/church member families January 6th. 

Registration will open to the public January 13th.    
 

If you or you know someone interested in our  preschool, please have them 
contact Miranda Verik, preschool@newjoy.org 

Hanging of the Greens 
Service 

Sunday, December 1 
 
 
 

Join us on Sunday, December 1, for 
a Hanging of the Greens service 

during our regular worship service 
time.   We will  not only beautify 

our sanctuary, but we will learn the 
reasons behind why we use the 

decorations we do at Christmastime. 
We will need several readers for 

that service.  If you would like to be 
one of them, please contact the 

church office.   

 
A little boy was overheard  
praying:  “Lord, if you can’t 

make me a better boy, don’t 
worry about it.  I’m having a 

real good time like I am.” 



 

Midweek Advent Services 

During the season of Advent, please join us each Wednesday evening as we gather 
 at 7 pm in the early dark of night, to announce the light of Christ that scatters the 

darkness with song, Scripture and prayer.   
 
 

Wednesday, December 4—7:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 11—7:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 18—7:00 pm 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, December 24—5:00 pm 
A child-friendly, family-oriented service of Holy Communion where children will help   

Announce the birth of Christ, and all gathered will sing Christmas carols and hear  

Traditional Christmas readings. 

 

Tuesday, December 24—7:00 pm 
A traditional Christmas Eve candlelight service including traditional carols, Holy  

Communion, and the reading of the Christmas story.   

 



 

 

 

December  
 Birthdays 

12/10  Jennifer Sparano 
12/11  Shawna Harouff 
12/13  Larry Dailey 
12/13  Nahshon Driver 
12/15  Kathy Lucas 
12/18  Hannah Yoder 
12/21  McKenna Janes 
12/22  Jolene Dailey 
12/23  Dale Ressler 
12/29  Brenda Stovall 
12/31  Kasey Rewolinski 
 

 

January Birthdays 

01/02  Jessicah Duckworth 
01/05  Morgan Studer 
01/06  Carol McCauley 
01/08  Glenn Stovall 
01/11  Anya Verik 
01/12  Chris Castle 
01/14  Tyler Blevins 
01/18  Jami Paul 

01/19  Tim Clancy 
01/19  Kinsey McAfee 
01/20  Kristi Kittilstved 
01/23  Chuck Studer 
01/24  Jackson Blevins 
01/28  Jim Berg 
01/30  Katie Stovall 
01/31  Maggie White 

November 
Birthdays 

 

 

 

11/04  Kelleen Kennedy 
11/09  Audry Blocksom 
11/13  Linzi Jones 
11/15  Naaman Duckworth 
11/18  Judy Moon 
11/20  Helena Susag 
11/24  Adam Heck 
11/24  Makinzi Jones 
11/24  Emma Sparano 
11/25  Chris Duckworth 
11/25  Amber Seama 
11/27  Natalie Fiur 



New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to extend a radical wel-

come, share a generous grace, nurture a transforming faith, and live God’s promise. 

 

Extend Radical Welcome 

New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community that welcomes, values, accepts, and 

nurtures all people wherever they are in their relationship with God. 

 

Share Generous Grace 

New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community that freely proclaims that forgiveness, 

mercy, love, and salvation are free gifts of God’s grace. 

 

Nurture Transforming Faith 

New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community that receives faith as a gift of God that 

transforms us and the world. 
 
Live God’s Promise 

New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community that boldly lives in our Lord’s promise 

of renewed and everlasting life. 

 

New Joy Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

The people of New Joy worship every Sunday at   9:30 a.m. at the corner of 156th & Springmill 
Rd.  And no matter if you’ve worshiped before in your life, or if this is a brand new thing for you, 

there’s lots of room for you to explore your own life and your own faith -new or old- here at 
New Joy. If you want to talk about it, call 896-1402!   

You’re always welcome! 

New Joy Ministry Board 
 

Alexa Helm, President 
Debi Heck, Vice President 

Tim Clancy, Treasurer 
Sam Rewolinski, Secretary 

Tony Trullinger, Board Member 
Nancy Dickerson, Board Member 

 

http://www.elca.org/


 
 
 

 November  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  
 

2  
 

3 Daylight Saving 

Time Ends 
All Saints Sunday 
8:30 am - Choir 
9:30 am - Worship 
1:00 pm Confirmation 

4  
 

5 Election Day 
9:00 am Seasoned 
   Believers 

6  
1:00 am - Bible Study 

6:00 pm Youth Group 

7:30 pm - Band 

7  
6:30 pm Golden Girls 

6:45 pm Great Banquet 

8  
 

9  
8:00 am - Men's Group 

10  
Stewardship Kick-Off 

8:30 am - Choir 

9:30 am - Worship 

4:30 pm - TGIF 

11 Veterans Day 
6:30 pm - 4-H Club 

12  
9:00 am - Seasoned 

   Believers 

10:00 am - Staff Mtg. 

13  
1:00 pm - Bible Study 

5:30 pm - Messy  

  Church 

7:30 pm - Band 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
8:30 am - Choir 

9:30 am - Worship 

1:00 pm - Confirmation 

18  
 

19  
9:00 am - Seasoned 

   Believers 

7:30 pm - Finance Mtg 

20  
1:00 pm - Bible Study 

6:00 pm - Youth Group 

7:00 pm - Ministry Bd. 

7:30 pm - Band 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
8:00 am - Men's Group 

24  
Stewardship Pledge 

  Sunday 

Family Promise 

  Hosting Begins 

9:30  am - Worship 

1:00 pm - TGIF 

25  
Family Promise 

  Hosting 

26  
Family Promise 

  Hosting 

9:00 am - Seasoned 

   Believers 

1:00 pm - Staff Mtg. 

27  
Family Promise 

  Hosting 

1:00 pm - Bible Study 

 

28 Thanksgiving Day 
Family Promise 

  Hosting 

Office Closed 

29  
Family Promise  

  Hosting 

Office Closed 

30  
Family Promise 

  Hosting 

 



 
 
 

 December  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
Family Promise 

  Hosting Ends 

First Sunday in Advent 

8:30 am - Choir 

9:30 am - Worship - 
Hanging of the Greens 
Service 

1:00 pm - Confirmation 

 

2  
6:30 pm - Crosswinds 

  Commons HOA mtg 

3  
Christmas Clothing 

  Sorting 

9:00 am - Seasoned 

  Believers 

4  
1:00 pm - Bible Study 

6:00 pm - Youth Group 

7:00 pm - Midweek 

  Advent Service 

7:30 pm - Band 

5  
6:30 pm - Golden Girls 

6:45 pm - Great  

   Banquet 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
8:30 am - Choir 

9:30 am - Worship 

1:00 pm - Confirmation 

4:30 pm - Preschool 

  Christmas Program 

9  
6:30 pm - 4-H Club 

6:30 pm - Christmas 

  Cookie Exchange 

10  
9:00 am - Seasoned 

  Believers 

10:00 am - Staff Mtg. 

11  
1:00 pm - Bible Study 

7:00 pm - Midweek 

  Advent Service 

7:30 pm - Band 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
8:00 am - Men's Group 

15  
8:30 am - Choir 

9:30 am - Worship 

4:30 am - Confirmation 

16  
 

17  
9:00 am - Seasoned 

  Believers 

18  
1:00 pm - Bible Study 

6:00 pm - Youth Group 

7:00 pm - Midweek 

  Advent Service 

7:30 pm - Band 

19  
 

20  
 

21 Winter Solstice 
 

22  
9:30 am - Worship 

 

23  
 

24  
Christmas Eve - Office 

  Closed 

25 Christmas 
Office Closed 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
8:00 am - Men's Group 

29  
Family Promise 

 Hosting Begins 

9:30 am - Worship 

30  
Family Promise 

  Hosting 

31  
Family Promise 

 Hosting 

New Year's Eve 

9:00 am - Seasoned 

   Believers 

 

 



 
 
 

 January  2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 New Year's Day 
Office Closed 

Family Promise  

  Hosting 

2  
Family Promise 

  Hosting 

6:45 pm - Great  

  Banquet 

3  
Family Promise 

  Hosting 

4  
Family Promise 

  Hosting 

5  
Family Promise 

  Hosting Ends 

9:30 am - Worship 

6  
 

7  
9:00 am - Seasoned 

  Believers 

7:00 pm - Program 

  Team Meeting 

 

8  
1:00 pm - Bible Study 

5:30 pm - Messy  

  Church 

7:30 pm - Band 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
8:00 am - Men's Group 

12  
9:30 am - Worship 

13  
 

14  
9:00 am - Seasoned 

  Believers 

10:00 am - Staff Mtg. 

15  
1:00 pm - Bible Study 

7:30 pm - Band 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
9:30 am - Worship 

20 Martin Luther 

King Jr. 
 

21  
9:00 am - Seasoned 

  Believers 

7:30 pm - Finance Mtg. 

22  
1:00 pm - Bible Study 

7:30 pm - Band 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
8:00 am - Men's Group 

26  
9:30 am - Worship 

10:45 am - Annual 

  Meeting 

27  
 

28  
9:00 am - Seasoned 

  Believers 

1:00 pm - Staff Mtg. 

29  
1:00 pm - Bible Study 

7:30 pm - Band 

30  
 

31  
 

 

 


