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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

It’s that time of year. 

 

We each define that differently, of course. 

 

It’s that time of year when we gather family for holiday meals, cherished traditions, and joyous 

celebrations. 

 

It’s that time of year when we’re busier – and more stressed – than usual with meal preparations, 

and gift buying, and parties we want to go to and parties we feel we have to go to, and travel and 

… all which will take us to that place of holiday meals, cherished traditions, and joyous celebra-

tions. 

 

It’s that time of year when we’re gathering with friends and family with heightened expectations 

for good cheer and joy, but empty seats at the table remind us of family members who are no 

longer with us. Difficult conversations and a pit in our stomach recall for us those relationships 

with family that have gone sour. The brokenness of our lives somehow comes into crystal clear 

view during that the time of year that the radio incessantly sings to us is “the most wonderful 

time of the year.” 

 

It’s that time of year. And in that time of year, our Lord shows up. Our Lord shows up in our 

celebrations and our sorrows. Our Lord carries our burdens and shares our joy. Our Lord was 

born in a stable in a time of uncertainty, and he comes to us in similar humility in the midst of our 

own uncertainties today. And when he comes among us he gives us his peace and his promise. 

“My peace I give to you,” Jesus says. “The Kingdom of God has come near,” he promises. 

Peace. Promise. These are the words of the season. May you know our Lord’s peace and promise 

this season and always. 

 

 

Pastor Chris 

http://www.newjoy.org/content.cfm?id=149&member_id=63


 
 

 

Meet Our New Intern… Vicar Will Bevins 
 
The past several weeks have been a wonderful introduction to New Joy’s community and  
activities.  Thanks to your welcome and many ways you (we!) serve Westfield and its 
neighbors, I can say that my faith walk and church leadership skills have grown, and there’s 
much to anticipate as we begin our stewardship campaign and look toward the ministries we 
will grow together in 2019.   
 
I’m glad for this chance to share more about myself.  Since I’ve shared elsewhere about my 
family and education, I’ll write here about  the path that led me to the Lutheran church.  
First, however, I must again thank my wife for her support in the ordination process, and ask 
for your prayers as we raise our baby boy. 
 
The first time I set foot in a Lutheran (ELCA) church, in the mid-1980’s, I was captivated by 
the liturgy and amazed with the welcoming community.  This was in rural Montana, where 
my family had recently moved.  I begged my parents to return the next Sunday, and before 
long, we joined the church and my little brother and I were baptized.  We moved again soon, 
as my family never stayed in one place for long, but in every new town we called “home,” 
there always seemed to be an ELCA church that welcomed us with open arms and was hghly 
involved in its community. 
 
Fast-forwarding to my first year of marriage, in Colorado,  my  wife and I searched for a 
middle ground between my ELCA upbringing and her evangelical roots.   However, we 
struggled to find a church that was welcoming, Spirit-led, and committed to the service to 
which Christ calls us.  Eventually, she came across the website of a Lutheran church that 
looked promising, and though I was reluctant to prioritize my background, I appreciated that 
she was willing to visit.  Grace Lutheran quickly became our spiritual home, inviting us our 
very first week to become partners in their many community ministries. 
 
Since then, over the course of several moves, my wife and I have visited dozens of churches, 
and have found a theme:  the ELCA churches we have visited have consistently welcomed us 
not (just) as parishioners but as partners-in-ministry.   As a visitor to New Joy, months    
before learning there would be an opportunity to serve here, my wife and I experienced the 
same welcome, to worship God and serve our neighbors.    I feel blessed beyond words to 
undergo internship at New Joy, and look forward to deepening our commitment to Christ 
and neighbor together in the year ahead.  God’s peace to you. 
 
Vicar Will Bevins 



From Your Ministry Board President... 
 

Tony Trullinger 

I hope that this newsletter finds you and your family doing well! 

 

Over the next few weeks the “Growing Deeper, Reaching Wider” vision for New Joy will be rolled out.  This vision is the result of 

over two years’ worth of work by the Ministry Board, key congregation leaders, and our consultant. 

 

When I think about why I am excited about this vision I recall the verse below: 

 

Matthew 22:36-40 New International Version (NIV) 

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
 

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’[a] 38 This is the first 

and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang 

on these two commandments.” 

 

Our New Joy vision is not only aligned to the message that Jesus preached, it is also aligned to the values that the people of New Joy 

hold dear, namely a focus on food and family. 

 

I would challenge each of you reading this letter to ask yourself what part of this Vision resonates with you?  We have intentionally 

designed the vision to be broad.  This is not because we expect everyone in the congregation to do everything, rather we want to 

have more choices for folks to engage in.  The future for our congregation is very bright!  I can’t wait to see how the new few years 

unfold for us. 

 

In peace, 

 

Tony 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

Monday, December 24—5:00 pm 
A child-friendly,  family-oriented  service of Holy 
Communion where children will help announce the 
birth of Christ, and all gathered  will sing  Christmas  
carols and hear traditional Christmas readings.   

 

Monday, December 24—7:00 pm 
A traditional Christmas Eve candlelight service including 
traditional carols, Holy Communion, and the reading of 
the Christmas story. 

Advent Mid-week  
Worship  Services 

 
For the first three Wednesdays of Advent, 

we will gather at 7 pm in the early dark of 

night, to announce the light of Christ that 

scatters the darkness with song, Scripture 

and prayer.  We would love for you to join 

us. 

 

Wednesday, December 

5—7:00 pm 

Wednesday, December 

12—7:00 pm 

Wednesday, December 

19—7:00 pm 



New Joy Outreach Information 

 
Hey Friends! We’ve had a great start to the fall season here in Outreach and I’m looking forward to what 2019 

will bring.  

 

Looking ahead to the end of 2018, we will be supporting Open Doors with collections for both Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. For Thanksgiving, we are collecting paper towels. For Christmas, we will support local children by 

purchasing new athletic wear. We will also sort and organize all the clothing in our sanctuary. It is beautiful and 

holy, and I invite you to join us on our organizing day, Tuesday December 4th at 9am. In addition to Open Doors, 

we will be supplying 20 volunteers to stuff goody bags for Wheeler Mission’s Drumstick Dash.  

 

2019 is looking exciting! We will be reaching much wider into our community than we have in the past. We will 

continue to support Open Doors, but we will also be building relationships with Family Promise and Hamilton 

County Habitat for Humanity AND there will be a mission trip for our high school youth and adults! More about 

all these great opportunities (and more!) will be coming soon.  

 

I’m so grateful that we get to work together in love and grace!  

 

Amber 

Messy Church 
 
Messy Church meets one Wednesday a 

month, beginning at 5:30 pm until 7:20 pm.  

Come when you can...leave when you must.  

Families  of all ages are  invited to come 

together, where they will enjoy a meal,  

worship and a variety of activity stations 

including crafts, science, drama, recreation, 

and more!  Come join us! 

 

Our upcoming dates are: 

 

Wednesday,  November 14 

Wednesday, January 9 

 

*There will not be Messy Church in Decem-

ber as we will have our Advent Midweek 

Services.   

 

 

Growing Deeper Reaching Wider 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve been talking about our congregation’s    

future for years, and over the past few weeks 

you’ve been hearing more about how we’re a 

congregation that is Growing Deeper in faith,  

and Reaching Wider in love. God has given us a 

beautiful vision for the future of New Joy.      

Materials have been sent to every home, and    

additional copies are available at church. Please 

consider your call and  ability  to  support  the  

future of New Joy. 



 
Open Doors Clothing Drive 

Organizing Day 

 
Open Doors of Westfield collects cloth-
ing (athleisure wear) for the children in 
our community who could use a helping 
hand.  Then, on Tuesday, December 4, a 
group of volunteers meets here at New 
Joy to sort through all the donations that 
were given to make sure the sizes are all 

correct for each child.  This is a big undertaking, and the 
more volunteers the quicker and smoother the process 
goes.  If you would like to lend a hand that day, even if 
only for a couple of hours, please contact our Outreach 
Ministry Coordinator, Amber Janes, at  
outreach@newjoy.org.   

Christmas Pageant 
 

It is time to start working on 

our Christmas pageant!  The 

pageant will be held on Sunday, 

December 16, during worship.  

There will be pageant practice 

after worship on the following 

Sundays: 

 

11/18, 12/2, and 12/9 

 

So if you would like to be a part 

of the pageant, 

please contact 

Kelleen  

Kennedy 

Advent Wreath Making Workshop 
Sunday, December 2 

5:00-7:oopm 
 

On Sunday, December 2, New Joy will hold our annual Advent Wreath Making 

Workshop!  Everyone is invited to attend.  We start the evening with a chili supper 

and then everyone gets to make your own Advent Wreath for your family to use 

during this special season.  You do need to let the office know if you and/or your 

family are attending, how many will attend, and what supplies you will need.   

 

 Green metal wreath    $7.00 

 Styrofoam wreath    $7.00 

 Set of Advent Candles   $7.00 

 Complete Set of Items                       $20.00 

 

Please let the office know by November 15 if you will be joining us! 



 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 

Pastor Chris’s 

Deployment Send-off 
 

Sunday, January 20, 2019 
 

As many of you know, Pastor Chris 

will be heading off on deployment 

sometime in 2019.  His last Sunday 

with us will be on January 20, 2019 

so that he can spend time with his 

family before he must leave.    

Please make plans to join us as we 

wish him well, and let him know we 

support him in this ministry.   
 

On Sunday, January 20, we will share a luncheon following church.  

More information on that will be available the beginning of January.  

We will also have opportunities for people to send their good wishes 

along with Pastor Chris on his time away from New Joy.  More on that 

later, too! 
 

There will be a sign-up sheet beginning the first of January so that we 

may know how many to prepare lunch for.  Please watch for it.   
 

I hope many of you will be able to join us for this send-off, so that we 

can let Pastor  Chris know he will be greatly missed, but that we also 

support him fully.   



 

 

 

 

 

        
 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

11/04  Kelleen Kennedy 
11/13  Linzi Jones 
11/15  Naaman Duckworth 
11/18  Judy Moon 
11/20  Helena Susag 
11/22  Grace Gibboney 
11/24  Adam Heck 
11/24  Makinzi Jones 
11/24  Emma Sparano 
11/25  Chris Duckworth 
11/25  Amber Seaman 
11/27  Natalie Fiur 

12/10  Jennifer Sparano  12/21  McKenna Janes 
12/11  Shawna Harouff  12/23  Dale Ressler 
12/15  Kathy Lucas   12/29  Brenda Stovall 
12/18  Hannah Yoder   12/31  Kasey Rewolinski 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

01/02  Jessicah Duckworth 
01/05  Morgan Studer 
01/06  Carol McCauley 
01/08  Glenn Stovall 
01/11  Anya Verik 
01/12  Richard Budach 
01/12  Chris Castle 
01/14  Tyler Blevins 

01/18  Jamie Paul 
01/19  Tim Clancy 
01/19  Kinsey McAfee 
01/20  Kristi Kittilstved 
01/24  Jackson Blevins 
01/28  Jim Berg 
01/30  Katie Stovall 
01/31  Maggie White 



New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community called by God to extend a radical wel-

come, share a generous grace, nurture a transforming faith, and live God’s promise. 

 

Extend Radical Welcome 

New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community that welcomes, values, accepts, and 

nurtures all people wherever they are in their relationship with God. 

 

Share Generous Grace 

New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community that freely proclaims that forgiveness, 

mercy, love, and salvation are free gifts of God’s grace. 

 

Nurture Transforming Faith 

New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community that receives faith as a gift of God that 

transforms us and the world. 
 
Live God’s Promise 

New Joy Lutheran Church is a spirited community that boldly lives in our Lord’s promise 

of renewed and everlasting life. 

 

New Joy Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

The people of New Joy worship every Sunday at   9:30 a.m. at the corner of 156th & Springmill 
Rd.  And no matter if you’ve worshiped before in your life, or if this is a brand new thing for you, 

there’s lots of room for you to explore your own life and your own faith -new or old- here at 
New Joy. If you want to talk about it, call 896-1402!   

You’re always welcome! 

New Joy Ministry Board 
 

Tony  Trullinger, President 
Alexa Helm Vice President 

Tim Clancy, Treasurer 
Greg Bozarth, Secretary 

Lisa Simmons, Board Member 
Nancy Dickerson, Board Member 

 

http://www.elca.org/


 






